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HISTORIA 
LITTERARIA. 


ARTICLE XXil. 


THEATRUM fit rie, vel effe poffit ScHoLa 
informandis moribus idonea? 

OratTio, habita die 13 Martii Arino 1733; 
in Regio Ludovic: Magni Collegio So- 
cietatis Jefu. 

A Carolo Porée, eyafdem Societatis Sacers 
dote. Lwutetiz Parifiorum, Excudebat 
Foannes-Baptifta Coignard Filius, Ty- 
pograghus Regius, 1733 


That is, 


An Enquiry whether the THEATRE may 
be made aScuoor proper for forming the 
Mind to Virtue. didi 

Deliver'd in an Oration, [poke the 13™ of 
March 1733, 2” the Tefi uits College; 
founded by Lewis XIV. in Paris. 

By Charles Porée, a fefuit. ‘Printed for 
J. Baptift Coignard ‘funior, Kc. 1733« 
Containing 52 Pages, 4to. 


TT IS Oration, which was fpoke in pre- 
fence of Cardinal de Polignac and feve- 
ral other Perfons of the higheft Di- 
ftinétion, begins with obferving, that the Stage; 
which is a kind of Looking-Glafs for Men to 
No. XXIII. 1733. Gg vw 
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view themfelves in, has always been a Subject 
of great Curiofity as well as Difpute. The 
dramatick Mufe, fays the Author, has always 
had a great number of Advocates and Enemies. 
Athens rais’d a very magnificent Theatre, and 
afterwards fupprefs’d it, becaufe of its too great 
Detraction, and the fame happen’d in Rome. 
The Frene> Stage, which is rifen to a great 
height, has alfo been a frequent Subje& of Con- 
troverfy. And in the laft Century, a great 
Number of very pious and learned Men ap- 
pear’d in France, who were very much divided 
in Opinion about it, The Advocates for the 
Stage defended it from the Authority of Num- 
bers, and the moft venerable Names; and its 
Enemies oppos’d it from the Teftimonies of the 
Fathers, the Decrees of Councils, and the Cen- 
fures of the Church. The Difpute rofe to a 
great height, not only in publick, but in private 
Companies. 

But what was the refult of this Conteft? 
that which iscommonly feen in thofe where the 
Victory is doubtful, on which occafion both 
Parties challenge to themfelves the Glory of it. 
However, the Stage continued, and ftill does 
upon its former foot; notwithftanding, that 
Divines ftill preach againft it, ’tis now as much 
frequented as ever. What Courfe, fays the 
Author, am I to take in fo great a Difparity of 
Opinions? That of a Mediator, in order to re- 
concile both Parties. To effeé this the better, 
I fhall divide the Oration into two Parts; in 
the firft, I fhall fhow that the Stage is, in its 
own Nature, a School, proper for forming the 
Mind to Virtue; and in the fecond, I will 
prove that by our Depravity, it isnot fo. I 
fhall not treat this Subject, either as a Divine, 
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a Cenfor, or a Philofopher, but as an Enquirer 
after Truth, and a Chriftian. Then after ma- 
king a Compliment to the Audience, and a fine 
Panegyrick on Cardinal de Polignac, &c, he 
proceeds to his firft Heap. 

TuatT School may be faid to be proper for 
forming the Mind to Virtue, which sboudide 
with proper Precepts or Examples; for which 
reafon, Hiftory and Moral Philofophy may be 
rank’d in the Number of fuch ; but in this. view 
the Stage furpaffes them both. No one doubts 
but that the School of Philofophy, efpecially 
the ancient one, is perfectly well adapted to in- 
culcate Virtue, as its Object is fo vaftly vari- 
ous; and on this occafion ’twill be found that 
the Stage is as fit for that Purpofe, fince there 
is no Rank or Condition of Life which it does 
not undertake to inftruct, from the Peafant to 
the Monarch; as it exhorts to the Practice of 
the feveral Duties of Society, infpires a love 
for Virtue, and an abhorrence of Vice, and 
even cenfures the feveral Foibles and Follies of 
Mankind, whether in Drefs, Speech or A@ion, 
which moral Philofophy will not condefcend to 
reprove. 

°T Is plain, that the School of the Stage ex- 
tends to the improvement of a great Nu mber of 
Things. The Subject of its Precepts are bor- 
rowed, either from the copious Source of hu- 
man Folly, from the Streams of human Pru- 
dence, or the Fountain of divine Wifdom ; from 
the laft of which the dramatick Poet may be 
allowed to draw, provided he does it fparingly 
and with Reverence, unlefs the virulence of the 
Difeafe may require otherwife, for then indeed 
he may draw largely from thence. 

Ge z Many 
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Many Moralitts will poffibly think that ’tis 
demeaning Philofophy, to put it in competition 
with the Drama; but ’twill be found upon a 
Comparifon, that the latter is more efficacious 
in forming the Mind to Virtue than the former. 
Philofophy teaches openly ; Dramatick Poetry 
in a cunning, artful manner: The former in- 
{tructs with a magifterial Air, the latter with a 
foft, foothing Alpect; the former punifhes 
our Faults with a fevere Hand, the latter cor- 
reéts with Tendernefs and Humanity ; Philofo- 
phy cenfures with Anger and Indignation, 
difputes in a copious and verbofe manner on our 
Daties, argues with great Subtilty on our Im- 
pulfes and Affeétions, is reftrain’d wholly to 
\recept, and never meddles with Example ; but 
the Dramatic Mufe reproves us in a jocofe way, 
comprizes her Inftructions in few Words, grieves 
for our Vices and Follies; rages, intreats, (fo 

ioves the Affections) and teaches both by Pre- 
cept and Example, and by that means agreeing 
not only with Philofophy, but with Hiftory, 
opens another School equally adapted to inftruct, 
or to move the Paffions. 

Ir we compare the Drama with Hiftory, 
*cw'll be found that the former is better adapted 
to improve the Mind. Hiftory cannot always 
make choice of iiluftrious Examples, nor of fuch 
where Virtue is rewarded, and Vice punithed ; 
nor does fhe fet them in the ftrongeft Light: 
but the Drama never chufes any but the moft 
confpicuous Examples; and it the Theatric 
Mule exhibits in the Beginning, Virtue perfe- 
cuted and diftreff-d, fhe never fails to make her 
victorious ia the End ; and the Fxamples fhe 
propofes, appear in the ftrongeft and moft 
beautiful Light, The Examples in Fiftory are 

barely 
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barely read or heard, but thofe of the Drama 
are fet off by Drefs, by Action, asd the ucmott 
Pomp of Decoration. The Heroes or infamous 
Perfonages of paft Ages appear before us in 
their proper Habits, fo that we feem to be con- 
vey’d back to the Times in which they liv’d. 
Here we behold the moit pious, the moft gene- 
rous Acts; Tyrants threatning Martyrs with 
Death, who {mile at their Rage; and wicked 
Wretches, receiving a juft Punifhment for 
their mighty Crimes. Virtues and Vices are 
mingled indifcriminately in Hiftory, but in the 
Drama they are contrafted, like Lights and 
Shadows in a Picture. And an indilputable 
Proof that the latter is better adapted to tlrike 
and move than the former, is, that the bare 
reading of a tragical Story fhall fcarce bring 
Tears into our Eyes; whereas the feeing of it 
reprefented on the Stage, fhaj] draw Floods 
from them. 

Tue Theatre has been approv’d of by Per- 
fons of the greateftVirtue and Erudition ; as by 
Socrates, whom the Oracle pronounc’d the 
wifeft Man; by driffotle, who has given us the 
Laws of the Drama; and, (to omit a great 
number of antient as well as modern Examples) 
by the great and good [Borromeo] Archbithep 
of Milan. Wou'd Cardinal Richelien not only 
have patroniz’d the Stage in the nobleft man- 
ner, but even have wrote dramatick Verfes 
himfelf, and appear’d perfonally in the Theatre, 
had he not been perfuaded that it might be of 
the higheft advantage to form the Mind to 
Virtue? Have the Principals of the feveral 
Colleges in France, Italy, Spain, Germany, &e. 
no other view: in making. the Students a& 
Wragedies or Comedies, but merely to improve 
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their Voice, their Gefture and their Gait? Cer- 
tainly they have a much nobler aim, viz. to 
teach them how to act with Judgment, with Vir- 
tue and Dignity on the Stage of the World. 

Few People, fays the Author, I believe, 
but will allow that Tragedy and Comedy may 
be very efficacious in improving the Mind ; but 
poffibly many will doubt whether the Opera may 
be fo, a Species of Drama {prung from theGreek 
Chorus in Tragedies. This mufical Drama is 
of a very motley, unnatural kind, and delights 
in the Marvellous. No one, however, can pre- 
tend to affert, that it is hurtful in its own Na- 
ture, fince by it the Mind may be prompted to 
virtuous and heroic Aéts, as well as foftned and 
enervated, Chafte and regular Dances are alfo 
not to be cenfur’d. And ’tis certain, that if 
fome great and laudable Story were exprefs’d in 
pompous Verfe, fet toapt, harmonious Sounds, 
finely executed Vocally and Inftrumentally, and 
enliven’d with proper Dances ; on fuch an occa- 
fion, the mufical Theatre would prove a School 
proper for exciting in usa love for Virtue, 

It may now be afk’d, why then has the 
Stage been fo much cenfur’d, fince ’tis pro- 
duétive of fo many good Effects? I anfwer, 
this is owing to People’s not confidering what 
the Stage is in iticlf, but the Abufe that is made 
of it. Now to fhew that the Theatre is not 
what it ought to be, fhall be the Subject of the 
fecond Heap. 

Any thing, fays the Author, whofe Nature 
is fuch, that it may be made fubfervient either 
to Virtue or Vic e, is by our Depravity gene- 
rally made fubfervient to the latter. This is 
particularly evident in the Stage, which is ap- 
ply’d to a bad wie; and for this we are to 
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blame the Poets, the Players, and the Specta- 
tors or Audience. 

Tue Greek dramatick Writers did not con- 
fider themfelves merely as Poets, whofe Bufi- 
nefs was to tickle the Ear and delight the Eye; 
but as a kind of Magiftrates, who were tacitly 
appointed by the Government, to improve the 
Minds of the People. Thefe made ufe of 
Comedy (if we except fome Abufes that crept 
Into it). to reprove and correct with a 
{miling Afpeét, and of Tragedy to {upprefs the 
tumultuous Paffions of the Soul, and excite in 
it the moft compaffionate Senfations. 

But in what view do the Freach dramatick 
Writers compofe? To get Money, and acquire 
Reputation, without fhewing the leaft regard to 
Morality. This may be fully prov’d by de- 
{cending to particulars, 

Tue French Tragedies may vie in Beauty 
and Majefty with thofe of Athens; but then, 
inftead of Healing the Difeafes of the Mind, 
they are calculated to inflame them ; to infpire 
thirft of Revenge, and of Concupifcence. 

Way did you (fays the Author,) O Corneille, 
inflame your Countrymen with that falfe 
Punétilio of Honour, which hurries Men on to 
murther one another in fingle Combat? Didn’t 
you know the mighty Power of your Verfe ; 
and that it was capable of making whatever 
Impreffions you pleas’d on the Minds of the 
Audience, *Twas a Happinefs that your Ge- 
nius was not wirn’d for Love; and a Misfor- 
tune, that another fhould appear, who breath’d 
the moft foft enervating Scrains, 

For there arofe another Poet (Racine) ad- 
mirable, both from Nature and Art, who de- 
voied himfelf wholly to the tender Mute. 
Gg 4 , Corneille 
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Cornciile foar’d aloft, was wholly converfant in 
the Sublime, and made his Heroes greater than 
Men; Racine form’d his obnoxious to every 
frailty. Corneil.e obferv’d the utmoft Decorum 
and Propriety in his Characters; but Racine 
made all his, of what Nation foever, French. 
The former div’d into the deep Myfteries of 
State-Politicks, the latter into the little Poli- 
cies of Lovers; Corneille foaring aloft like the 
mighty Bird of Fove, playing amidft Thunder 
and Lightning, f{pread Noife and Terror univer- 
fally ; but Racine, like the tender Dove of Ve- 
nus, fluttering over Beds of Rofes and Myrtle- 
Trees, breath’d the fofteft Moan. Racine did 
not tear the Laurel from Corneille’s Brow ; his 
own Heroes bound his with Myrtle Wreaths. 
Racine had many Imitators, who neglected to 
obferve the dramatick Unities, difguis’d and 
adulterated Hiftory, did not keep to Verifimili- 
tude, or that Variety of Colouring, which ought 
to appear in dramatick Characters. 

In this theatric School, a Throne was 
erected for Cupid, where he govern’d with de- 
fpotick Sway, inverted the juft Order of things, 
and infpir’d all the libidinous Paffions. Pof- 
fibly the Advocates for this Drama will fay, 
that this was exhibited, in order to cure the 
Paffion of Love; but this would be the very 
fame thing, as to kindle a great Fire, merely 
for the fake of extinguifhing it. The Greek 
Tragick Writers were {9 firmly perfuaded, that 
Love was not to be cherifh’d and indulg’d, 
that they very feldom introduc’d it in their 
Tragedies; and when they did, ’twas with no 


other defign but to banifh it with Infamy. 


Would our tragick Poets obferve the fame 
Condutt, 
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Conduét, they poffibly might be allowed to 
intermix Love-Charaéters in their Plays. 

Tue Author, after addreffing himfelf in a 
mournful Apoftrophe td’ Tragedy, and bewail- 
ing its Degeneracy, proceecs to Comedy, which 
he feigns fpeaking to him with a pleafant, 
jocofe Air; and congratulating her own Per- 
fe€tions, in not being of fo detracting a Spirit, 
as under Zri/tophanes not fo obfcene, as under 
Plautus; nor fo wanton, as under Terence. 
The Author thereupon examines whether fhe 
can make good her Affertions. Comedy de- 
clares, that fhe correéts Pride and Affeétation 
in Drefs, Pedantry in Women, Unfociablenefs 
in both Sexes, cures the imaginary Difeafes of 
the Mind, inftruéts Husbands and Wives; but 
to all this the Author anfwers, that fhe not 
only overlooks things of a much more dange- 
rous Tendency, but prompts Mankind to 
Vice, more than to Virtue; which he proves 
as follows. 

Unmarriep Youths of both Sexes are 
taught by Comedy to cherifh ftol’n Fires, and 
to marry without the confent of Parents; 
Wives are inftructed to impofe upon their 
Husbands, and Husbands to indulge their 
Wives in all kinds of Licentioufnefs, and Ser- 
vants to impofe upon their Mafters. In 
Comedy, a wicked Character is generally 
drawn witty, gay and facetious ; and a virtuous 
one is reprefented as filly, ridiculous and ftupid. 
Whence the Author infers juftly, that a Drama 
of this kind is not a School proper for im- 
proving the Minds; which, however, he ob- 
ferves, is not the fault of the Art, but of the 
Artift, 

Tue 
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Tue Author then* begins with cenfuring 
Maoliere, (whofe Genius he at the fame time 
applauds highly, and declares, that in him all 
the Wit of Arifiopbanesy the Feftivity of Plautus, 
the moral Knowledge of Terence were united) 
for corrupting the Minds of the French. He 
afterwards inveighs againft thofe comick Wri- 
ters, who not being able to copy Moliere’s 
Beauties, imitated his Faults and Imperfections. 
Thofe alfo, who being unwilling to write ob- 
fcenely, did yet fhadow the moft filthy 
Images under the moft delicate Expreffions, 
which is of more dangerous confequence. Such 
likewife as, for the fake of pleafing the Vulgar, 
interfpers’d their Pieces with low, petulant 
Jefts; not reflecting, that all this is dero- 
gating to Comedy, whofe whole aim fhould 
be to correét and improve the Mind. 

Tuis the Authors of the mufical Drama 
cannot be faid to effect. But thefe will com- 
pare their School to a royal or publick Garden, 
every part of which is laid out and difpos’d 
merely to delight the Eye, and not to benefit 
Mankind. So far would be allowable, but 
then they ought not to raife venomous Flowers 
and Plants in this Garden. 

We then have a pitturefque Defcription of 
fuch a Garden, in which Pleajure, crown’d 
with Rofes, is {uppos’d to be feated on a ver- 
dant Throne, the little Loves hovering about 
her, and Reajon, bound in flowery Wreaths, 
lying proftrate at her feet. Hither all the 
Gods and Goddefles of Antiquity, the Heroes 
and Heroines, the Fauns and Dryads, the 
Tritons and Nayads, Ge. are imagin’d to re- 
fort. All thefe are fuppos’d to be enflam’d with 
Love, and to be taught the moft pernicious 
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Maxims by the Deity Plea/ure, who prefides 
there. This the Author declares is a juft 
Picture of Operas, and thereupon appeals to 
the Reader, whether fuch a School can conduce 
to the forming our Minds to Virtue. He then 
accufes the Authors of the mufical Drama, for 
applying the heavenly Talents, which Provi- 
dence has indulg’d them, to fuch ill Ufes, But 
many of thefe, fays he, confefs their Crime, 
and the two moft fam’d Lyric Poets in France 
bewail’d their having fo much fomented the 
loofe Paffions, 

Bur will Actors, whether in Tragedy or 
Comedy, or Opera Singers, not confeis them- 
felves in fome meafure. Criminal? Is not the 
Drama in their Hands, what a Bow and Arrow 
is in that of a fkilful Archer? The more fkil- 
fully they reprefent a vicious Character, the 
greater is their Guilt, And there are very few 
but endeavour to refine upon the Poet on thefe 
Occafions, and fet off his Words with the 
greateft Beauty of Voice and Action. The 
Actrefles too, who reprefent foft tender Cha- 
racters, and endeavour to charm by their Dreds, 


and employ the feveral Blandifhments which 


their Sex fo artfully ufe, are far from being ex- 
cufable. 

But how muft Actors behave in order to be 
innocent ? ~ a none but virtuous Plays Sy 
fince ’tis in their power to accept or refufe 
them. But it mi af be confefs’d, thar the Audie 
ence are genera lly pleas’ d with thofe in the 
loofeft Catt; and therefore they are principall 
to be blam’d, fince both Poets and Pla vers 
write and act in a view - ob ar Pte them. Let 
us now examine what fort of People generally 
form an Audience. 
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Ir confifts generally of the inquifitive and 
volatile, of the indolent, lazy part of Man- 
kind; of thofe who are diftraéted with their 
private Affairs, and tormented with domeftick 
Broils; of Perfons of all, and of no Rank; 
who cannot be called either virtuous or wicked, 
trifling or ferious, idle or induftrious ; flock- 
ing to the Play-Houfe or to the Church, to 
a Comedy or a Sermon, with the fame religi- 
ous Spirit and Reflection; that is, without 
any. 

However, thefe form the leaft vicious part 
of an Audience, for it likewife confifts of the 
juvenile, debauch’d part of both Sexes, who 
have been ruin’d by the indulgence of their 
Parents; of Husbands and Wives who hate one 
another mortally, and are immers’d in all the 
Vices of Concupifcence. Now what can fuch 
an Audience as this défire to fee exhibited ? 
Plays of the fame Caft with their own leud 
Actions, And therefore we are not to wonder 
that the Poets and Players fhould entertain them 
with fuch. 

Burt if the Audience wou’d approve of none 
but virtuous Pieces, they would be entertain’d 
with fuch only; if the Poet has fallen into an 
Impropriety of Thought or Diétion, or the 
Aétion of the Player is not juft, immediately a 
Fifs arifes ; but how much rather ought they to 
hifs things of a vicious turn? 

But fhou’d any one objeét here, that Youth 
is made for F olly, that we are to indulge in the 
wild srenzy of Love; I anfwer, that no Age 
is made for Folly, an: 1 that Love ought always 
to be regulated by Reafon. 

"rae therefore the Bufinefs of the Audience 
to preferibe Laws to both Poets and Pliyers, 
to 
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to cenfure vicious Pieces, and to applaud thofe 
of a virtuous kind. This being done, the 
Stage, inftead of depraving and corrupting the 
Mind, would be found a School proper for 
forming it to Virtue, 

So far our Author, The Original is writ in 
a nervous, declamatory Style, which tends in- 
deed to Fuftian, but ’tis a Fuftian of the nobleft 
kind, and fuch as, finely fpoke, cou’d not but 
make a deep impreffion on the Audience. The 
Figures are ftrong and lively, the Arguments 
folid and judicious, and we believe it may be 
affirm’d, that no Writer has fet this Subject in 
fo jutt and beautiful a Light as our Author. 
Seme zealous Advocates for the Stage, will 
not allow it to have one Defect, while others 
will not allow it one Perfection; but our 
Author has judicioufly pointed out the moft 
happy Medium on this Occafion, and by de- 
claring what the Stage is in itfelf, and how 
much *tis abus’d, lays down a Method by 
which it may be made.a School of Wifdom 
and Virtue. And as fuch a School is fo highly 
conducive to our Happinefs, this Piece, an Eng- 
lifh Tranflation of which will fpeedily be 
publifh’d, ought to be carefully perus’d by Per- 
fons of all Ranks and Conditions. 
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ARTICLE XXIII. 


A Second Extraét of Sir Isaac NewTon’s 
Obfervations upon the Prophecies of 
Daniex and the Apocalyp/e of St. Joun. 
(See the firft Abftratt in No. XXI. 
Art. 13+ p.245.) 


N the ninth Chapter, Sir J/aac Newton treats 
I of the Kingdoms reprefented in Daniel *, “by 
the Ram and He-Goat. The former part of 
this Prophecy is explained by the Prophet him- 
felf, who tells us, that the Ram having two 
Horns, are the Kings of Media and Perfia; 
not two Perfons, fays our Author, but two 
Kingdoms: and the Kingdom of Perfia was the 
higher Horn that came up laft. The Kingdom 
of Perfia rofe up, when Cyrus having newly 
conquered Babylon, revolted from Darius, King 
of the Medes, and beat him at Pa/argade, and 
fet up the Perfians above the Medes. The 
Horn that came up firft, was the Kingdom of 
the Medes, from the time that Cyaxares and 
Nebuchadnezzar overthrew Niniveb, and fhared 
the Empire of the d/\rians between them. 
As the Ram reprefents the Kingdom of Media 
and Perjia, from the Beginning of the four Em- 
pires; fo the He-Goat reprefents the Empire of 
the Greeks, to the End of thofe Monarchies. 
In the Reign of his great Horn, and of the great 
Horns which fucceeded it, he reprefents the 
Empire, during the Reign of the Leopard; and 
in the Reign of his little Horn, which itood up 
in the latter time of the Kingdom of the Four, 
and after their Fall became mighty, but not by 

his 
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his own Power, he reprefents it during the 
Reign of the fourth Beaft, 

Tuis being premifed, with regard to the ge- 
neral intent of this Prophecy, our Author de- 
fcends to particulars, ‘The great Horn is the 
firftt Kingdom, that which lafted during the 
Reign of Alexander the Great, and his Brother 
Arideus, and two young Sons, Alexander and 
Hercules, The four Horns that came up after- 
wards, are the Kingdoms of Caffander, Ly/i- 
machus, Antigonus, and Ptolemy. In all this 
our Author agrees pretty well with all other 
Commentators. But he differs entirely from 
them with regard to the little Horn chat came 
forth out of one of the Four. This little Horn 
he takes to be the Kingdom of Macedonia, from 
the time it became fubject to the Romans, This 
Kingdom, by the Victory of the Romans over 
Perfeus, King of Macedonia, Anno Nabonaff.58o. 
ceafed to be one of the four Horns of the Goat, 
and became a Dominion of a new fort; nota 
Horn of the fourth Beaft, for Macedonia be- 
longed to the Body of the Third; but a Horn 
of the third Beaft of a new Sort, a Horn of the 
Goat, which grew mighty, but not by his own 
Power; a Horn which rofe up and grew po- 
tent under a foreign Power, that of the Ro- 
mans. 

Here we beg leave to obferve, that there 
feems to be a little inconfiftency in Sir D/fzac 
Newton's reafoning. Hitherto, not only the 
Goat reprefented an independent Kingdom; 
but the four Horns were alfo Kingdoms inde- 
pendent from oneanother, and from any foreign 
Power. And now the little Horn is no more a 
Kingdom by itfelf, but barely a Province of the 
Roman Empire. It is true, Sir U/aac obferves, 
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that ‘* the Latins are not comprehended among 
«¢ the Nations, repreiented by the He-Goat in 
*¢ this Prophecy ; their Power over the Greeks 
¢¢ is only named in it, to diftinguifh the Times 
«© in which the He-Goat was mighty by his 
‘< own Power, from the time he was mighty, 
«¢ but not by his own Power. He was mighty 
by his own Power, till his Dominion was 
«© taken away by the Latins ; after that, his 
<¢ Life was prolonged under their Dominion, 
and this prolonging of his Life was in the 
«© Days of his laft Horn; for in the Days of 
** this Horn the Goat became mighty, but not 
“* by his own Power.’ It appears by this, 
that our Author lays a great ftrefs upon thefe 
Words of the Prophet, His Power jhall be 
mighty, but not by bis own Power*; as if they 
fignify’d that the Macedonians (for they are re- 
prefented by the little Horn of the Goat, ac- 
cording to our Author) fhould become power- 
ful by the help of the Romans: but this does 
not feem to be the fenfe of the Prophet’s Words ; 
Grotius’s Expofition of them is much more na- 
tural, viz. that the King here fpoken of was 
powerful againit the Fews, not fo much by his 
own Forces, as by the Factions arfd civil Broils 
of the Jews. 

Ovr Author next fhews how the little Horn 
has accomplifhed all that is prophefied of it in 
this Chapter of Daniel. ‘* The Romans, fays 
‘© he, by the Legacy of talus, the laft King 
“© of Pergamus, Anno Nabonaff. 615. inherited 
«« that Kingdom, including al] 4/ia- Minor, on 
this fide of Mount Zaurus; Anno Nabon.68 4, 
and 685, they conquered Armenia, Syria, 
and Fudea, Anno Nabvonaff.718. they fubdued 
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* Daniel viii. 24. + Grotius in h, loc. 
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«¢ Egypt. And by this Conqueft the little Horn 
‘© qwaxed exceeding great towards the South, and 
«< towards the Eaft, and towards the pleafant 
“© Land. And it waxed great, even to the H ft 
“ of Heaven; and caft aswn some of the Hoft and 
“* of the Stars to the ground, and [amped upon 
“© them ; that is, upon the People and great 
“© Men of the Jews. Yea, be magtified him /elf 
“© even to the Prince of the Hoji, the MefMiah, 
‘< the Prince of the Yeuws, wiiom he put to 
*© death, Anno Nabonaff. 780. And by him the 
“* daily Sacrifice was taken away, and the Place 
“© of bis Sanéluary was caf down, viz. in the 
‘© Wars which the Armics of the eaftern Na- 
*© tions, under the Conduct of the Romans, 
** made againft Judea, when Nero and Ve/pa- 
‘¢ fian were Emperors, Anno Nabonaff 816, 
“© 817, 818. And an Hoft was given hin againft 
“¢ the daily Sacrifice, by reafon of Tranfgreffion, 
&s and it caft down the Truth to the Ground, and 
“¢ it practifed and profpered. This Tranfereffion 
¢ is in the next Words called the Tranjercfion 
«¢ of Defolation; and in Daniel xi. 31. the Abo- 
“¢ mination which maketh defolate; and in Matt: 
6 xxiv. 13. the Abomination of Defolation, /poken 
«¢ of by Daniel the Prophet, ftanding in the holy 
s¢ Place. It may relate chiefly to the Worfhip 
“© of Jupiter Olympius, in his Temple built by 
«© the Emperer Hadrian; in the place of the 
«¢ Temple of the Fews, and to the revolt of 
*s the Fews under Barchechab occafioned there- 

by, and to the Defolation of Zudea, which 

followed thereupon; all the Fews being 

thenceforward banifh’d Fudea upon pain of 

Death. Then I beard, fays Daniel, one Saint 

Speaking, and another Saint [aid unto that cer- 

No. XXII. 1733. Heh *$ {gin 
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© tain Saint, which fpake ; How long fhall be the 
‘¢ Vifion concerning the daily Sacrifice, and the 
“© Tranfereffion of Defolation, to give both the 
‘© Sanéiuary and the Hoft to be trodden under foot ? 
“© And he faid unto mes unto two Thoufand and 
“¢ three Hundred Days; then fhall the Sanétuary 
‘© be cleanfed. Daniel’s Days are Years; and 
‘* thefe Years may perhaps be reckoned, either 

“¢ from the Deftruction of the Temple, by the 
“© Romans, in the Reign of Ve/pafian, or from 
*< the Pollution of the Sanctuary by the Wor- 
“¢ fhip of Jupiter Olympius, or from the De- 
“¢ folation of Fudea, made in the End of the 
“© Fewifh War, by the Banifhment of all the 
“© ‘Jews out of their own Country, or from 
‘¢ fome other Period, which time will difcover. 
«© Henceforward the laft Horn of the or 
“* continued mighty under the Roma: iS till the 
Reign of Conflantine the Great, and his Sons, 
«© and then by the Divifion of the Roman Em- 
‘* pire, between the Greek and Latin Emperors, 


n 


* 


. 


wn 


‘¢ it feparated from the Latins, and became the 
“© Greek Empire alone, but yet under the Do- 
‘© minion of a Roman Family 5 and at prefent 
«< it is mighty under the Dominion of the 
66 Turks,” 


Tavs far our Author; but we doubt very 
much whether what he here afferts will be 
granted to him. How can it be faid the King- 
dom of the Greeks waxed great, when the Ko- 
mans made war againt the Fews ? What King- 
dom were the Grecks then Matters of? We muit 
al Ifo obferve, that to fay, that the time, when 
a Prophecy will beaccomplifhed, muft be com- 
puted from an uncertain Period, or from a 
Period which time will dilcover, very much 
leffens the Credit of fuch a Prophecy. The 

Reader 





om ate aa 


ort fF ee © OUU™ 


eC 
ee 
ce 
ce 
“e 
ee 
‘6 


66 





Art.23. Historia LITTERARIA. 


Reader is further to take notice, that there’s a 
Circumftance in this Prophecy, of which our 
Author does not fay a Word, The Prophet 
tells us, that in the latter IXad of the Kingdom 
of the four Horns, a King of fierce Countenance, 
and UNDERSTANDING DARK SENTENCES,fgall 
ftand up: Now, if by a King, we mutt here 
underftand a Kingdom, how can it be faid of 
a Kingdom, that it wnderftands dar: Sentences ? 
This, according to Grotivs, was faid of An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, who was a cunning Politician, 
and knew how to draw the Yecws into Idolatry, 
But our Author offers fome Arguments againtt 
thofe, who maintain that this P a cy oughe 
to be underltood of Aitiochus Esipoanes. ** A 
«© Horn of a Bzatt, fxn Sir //aac, is never 
«¢ taken for a fingle "Perfon, it sway fignifies 
‘Sa new Kingdom, and the Kingdom of Ait- 
“ gochus was an old one. Antiochus reigned 
‘ over one of the four Horns, and the little 
‘© Horn was a fifth under its proper Kings, 
‘¢ This Horn was at firft a little one, and wax- 
«¢ ed exceeding great, but fo did not Antiochus, 
‘¢ It is defcribed great above all the former 
«© Horns, and fo was not Antiochus His King- 
«¢ dom on the contrary was weak and tributary 
«© to the Romans, and he did not enlarge it. 
«© The Horn was a King of fierce Countenance, 
«¢ and deftroyed wonder! fully, and profpered 
*¢ and practifed ; that is, he profpered in his 

Praétices againft the holy Peoples but An- 

tischus was ‘frighte ‘d out ot Egypt by a mere 

meffage of the Kowans, and afterwards need 

and baffled by the Yews. The Horn was 

mighty by another’s Power, ntiocius aed 

vy his own, The Horn ftood up azaintt 

the Prince of the Hoft of Heaven, ihe Prince 


Hh > “* of 


439 





440 HisTor1a LitTERARIA. N°.XXIIL 


‘¢ of Princes; and this is the Charaéter, not of 
<< Antiochus, but of Antichrift. The Horn 
‘¢ caft down the Sanctuary to the Ground, and_ 
‘© fo did not Antiochus, he left it ftanding. 
«© The Sanctuary and Hoft were trampled un- 
«¢ der foot two thoufand three hundred Days ; 
*¢ and in Danicel’s Prophecies, Days are put for 
* Years; but the Profanation of the Temple 
*¢ in the Reign of Antiochus, did not laft fo 
‘© many natural Days. Thefe were to laft to 
«¢ the time of the End, till the Jaft End of the 
«¢ Indignation againft the ews; and this In- 
*¢ dignation is not yet atan End. They were 
“to laft till the Sanétuary, which had been 
*¢ caft down, fhould be cleanfed, and the 
«¢ Santuary is not yet cleanfed.’’ In the re- 
maining part of this Chapter, our Author fhews 
that the fame Prophecy, which is here explain- 
ed, is again repeated with fome new Circum- 
ftances in the eleventh Chapter of Daniel: but 
for this we muft refer the Reader to the Book 

it felf. 

Tue tenth Chapter treats of the Prophecy of 
the Seventy- Weeks, As this is a very important 
Subje&t, and Sir J/aac Newton’s Obfervations 
being moftly new, we think it proper to lay 
before the Reader the greateft part of this Chap- 
ter in the Author’s own Words. He gives us 
firft a Tranflation of his own of this Prophecy ; 
we will tranfcribe it here, and putin a Paren- 
thefis the Words of our Exglifh Tranflation, 
when it differs from that of Sir I/aac. Seventy- 
Weeks are cut (determined) upon thy People, and 
upon thy boly City, to finifh Tranfgreffion, and to 
make an end of Sins, and to expiate (make recon- 
ciliation for) Jniguity, and to bring in everla/i- 
ing Righteoufnefi, to confummate (feal up) the Vi- 
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fion, and the Prophet (Prophecy), and to anoint 
the moft Holy, ver. 24. 

Know alfo (therefore) and underfland, that 
from the going forth of the Commandment, to caufe 
to return (to reftore) and to build Jerufalem, un- 
to the Anointed, (the Meffiah) the Prince, fhall 
be feven Weeks. ver. 25. 

Yet threefcore and two Weeks fhall it return, 
and the Streets be built, and the Wall, but in 
troublefome times (and threefcore and two Wecks 
the Streets fhall be built again, and the Wall, 
even in troublefome times) Ibid. Ad aftr 
threefcore and two Weeks the Anointed (Meffiah) 
foall be cut off, and it fhall net be bis (but not 
for himfelf) but (and) the People of a (the) Prince 
to come (that fhall come) fhall diftroy the City, 
and the Sanéiuary 3 ana the end therecf fhall te 
with a Flood, and to the end of the War Defola- 
lions are determined. ver. 26, 

Yet foall be (and he thall) confirm the Cove- 
nant with many for one Week: and in balf a Week 
(in the midft of the Week) be hall caufe the Sa- 
crifice and Oblation to ceafe, and upon the Wing 
(for the overfpreading) of Abominations be fhall 
make it defolate, even until the Confimmation, 
and that which is determined be poured upon the 
Defolate. ver, 27. 

Ovr Author has nothing very particular with 
regard to the firft part of this Prophecy, viz. 
the Seventy-Weeks taken together; he places 
the Beginning of them in the feventh Year of 
Artaxerxes Longimanus, and the End at the 
Death of Chrift; and he is of opinion, that the 
four hundred ninety Years muft be underftood 
of Lunar Years: and he adds, that the former 
part of the Prophecy relates to the firft coming 
of Chrift asa Prophet; and that the Words 
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ia the Beginning of the twenty-fifth Verfe feem 
to relate to his fecond coming, when he is to 
be a Prince or King, There (viz. in the firft 
part of the P; ‘ophecy) the Prophet was con- 
fummate, and the moft holy Anointed; here 
> ver. 25.) he that was anointed comes to 
be Prince, a to Reign, Our Author obferves 
in this place, that Daniel's Prophecies reach to 
the End of the World, and chat there is {carce 
a Prophecy in the Old Teft:ment concerning 
Chrift, which does not in fomething or other 
relate to his fecond coming: and he a adds, that 
if divers of the Ancients applied the half Week 
to the time of Antichrift, we may by the fame 
Liberty of Interpretation apply the feven Weeks 
: the time when Antichritt fhall be deftroyed 
by the Brightnefs of Chrift’s coming. Bur whe- 
ther this Liberty of Interpretation will fatisfy 
our prefent anlidete, we fhall not determine ; 
the Reader n nay eafily guefs what Confequences 
can be drawn’ from’ this way of expounding 
Pameneces. 

THe J/raelites, fays farther our Author, 
ee in the Days of the ancient Prophets, when 
‘© the ten Tribes were led into Captivity, ex- 
* pe Et ( a double return, and that at the firft 
s¢ the Yews fhou'd build a new Temple, infe- 
** rior to atau s, until the time of that Ace 
© fhould be fulfilled; and afterwards they 
‘© fhould recurn from all places of their Capti- 
‘s vity, and build Serufalem and the Temple 
66 glorioufly : Tobit xiv. 4, 5,6. Now while 
© fuch a return from Captivity, was the Ex- 
‘© pectation of L/rael, even before the times of 
cs DP): rmiel, ] “te not why Daniel fhould omit 
*¢ it in his Prop hecy. This part of the Pro- 
*6 phecy being therefore not yct fulfilled, 1! 
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‘© fhall not attempt a particular Interpretation 
** of it, but content myfelf with —. 
‘© that as the /eventy and the /ixiy-two 

“© were Fewifo Weeks, ending with f bbatical 
- Years ; fo the feven Weeks are the Con pals 
* ofa Jubilee, and begin and end w ith Actions 
“¢ proper for a Jubilee, and of the higheft Ne- 
** ture for which a Jubilee can be ke pt; and 
“¢ chat fince the Commandment to return and to 
6 build Ferufalem, precedes the Meffiah, the 
“¢ Prince, forty-nine Years; it may perhaps 
** come forth, not from the Jews themfelves, 
** but from fome other Kingdom fricndly to 
*¢ them, and precede their return from Capti- 
** vity, and give occafion to it; and lattly, 
“© that this rebuilding of Ferufilem, and the 
“< watte places of Fudab, is predicted in Mich. 

“o vii. rr. Amosix. 11,14. Ezek, xxxvi. 33, 
“© 35,36, 38. J/a. liv.3, 11,12. lv. 12. Ixi. 4. 

‘© Ixv. 18, 21, 22. and Tobit xiv. 5. and that 
*¢ the return from Captivity, and coming of 
«© the Meffiah and his Kingdom are defcribed 
“© in Daniel vii. Rev. xix. AP i. Mat. xxiv. 
“© Foeliii, Ezek. xxxvi, xxxvii. J/a. 1x. 1xii,] xiii. 
“© and Ixvi. and many other places of Scrip- 

“* ture: the Manner I know not, let Time be 
“¢ the Interpreter.”” Thus, according to our 
Author, the Zews are to be reftored to their 
former State, and Feru/alem and the Temple 
will be rebuilt; this Reftoration is foretold in 
part of the Prophecy of the feventy Weeks, 
but when and how this will ! happen, is yet un- 
known; this only is certain, that the Meffiah 
wall come a fecond time, forty-nine Years after 

the Beginning of this Reftoration, It would be 

too long and too tedious to make Obfervations 
upon all the Paflages to which our Author re- 
Hh 4 fers 


443 








Historia LITTERARIA. N°. XXIII. 
fers us; but we cannot forbear obferving, that 
what Chriit himfelf fays in the twenty- fourth 
Chapter of St. Matthew f{eems to overthrow our 
Author’s Schem:, Our Saviour having fore- 
told his fecond coming, teils us in exprefs 
Words, This Generation focll not pafs till all 
thefe ihings be fulfiiled*, which Words muft 
fignify, that he would come a fecond time 
within the {pace of forty Years for the utmoft: 
and accordingly moft Commentators underftand 
that Prophecy of the overthrow of the Fewi/h 
Nation by Titus Vefpafianus. 

Owr Author next fixes the Date of the three- 
fcore and two Weeks. The Prophet ‘* having 
“¢ foretold both comings of Chrift, and dated 
s¢ the lait from their returning and building 
s© Ferufalem ; to prevent the applying that to 
<¢ the building of Ferufalem by Nebemiab, he 
<¢ diftinguifhes this from that, by faying, that 
«s from this Period to the Anointed fhall be, 
<¢ not feven Weeks, but threefcore and two 
Weeks, and this not in profperous but in 
<< troublefome times; end at the end of thefe 
<¢ Weeks the Meffiah hall not be the Prince of 
“* the Jews, but be cut off, and Ferufalem not 
“« be his, but the City and Sanétuary be de- 
ftroyed. Now Nebemich came to Ferufalem 
<¢ in the twentieth Year of this fame Artaxerxes, 
“© while Zzra ftill continued there, Nehez., xii. 
«© 36. and found the City lying wafte, and 
“ the Houfes and Wall unbuilt. iVebem. ii. 17. 
‘* vil.g. and finifhed the Wall the twenty-fifth 
«© Day of the Mouth Elul, Nebem, vii. 15. in 
© the twenty-eighth Year of the King; that is, 
*© in Seplember, in the Year of the ‘fulian Pe- 
“* riod, 4278, Count now from this Year, 

s¢ three- 
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«¢ threefcore and two Weeks of Years, that is, 
«¢ four hundred thirty-four Years, and the 
«¢ reckoning will end in September, in the Year 
‘© of the Fulian Period 4712, which isthe Year 
«6 in which Chrift was born, according to Cle- 
‘s mens Alexandrinus, Eufebius, Irenaus, Epi- 
“© phanius, Jerome, Orofius, Caffiodorus, and 
*¢ other Ancients. —If with fome you reckon 
*¢ that Chrift was born three or four Years be- 
*¢ fore the vulgar Account, yet his Birth will 
*¢ fall in the latter part of the laft Week, which 
“* is enough,” 

He jball confirm the Covenant with many for 
one Week. He kept it, fays our Author, not- 
withftanding his Death, till the Rejection of 
the Fews, and Calling of Cornelius and the Gen- 
tiles in the feventh Year after his Paffion. 

In half a Week be fhall cade the Sacrifice and 
Odlation toceafe. ** That is, fays Sir [/aac, by 

‘ the War of the Romans upon the fews; 
‘¢ which War after fome Commotions, began 
<< in the thirteenth Year of Nero, A. D. 67, 
“* in the Spring, when Ve/pajfian with an Army 
¢* invaded them ; and ended in the fecond Year 
“© of Vefpafian, A. D. 70, in Autumn, Sept.7, 
« when Titus took the City, having burnt the 
«© Temple twenty-feven Days before; fo that 
“© it laited three Years and a half,”” 

Our Author obferves upon the latter part 
of this Prophecy, that the meaning of it is, 
that the People of a Prince to come, fhall de- 
{troy the Sanctuary, and abolith the daily Wor- 
fhip of the truc God, and overfpread the Land 
with an Army of falfe Gods; and by fetting up 
their Dominion and Worfhip, caute Defolaticn 
to the Jews, until the times of the Gentiles be 
fulfilled. He then fums up in a iew Words, 

what 
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what he has offered concerning this Prophecy. 

«¢ Thus, fays he, have we in this fhort Pro- 
«¢ phecy, a Prediction of all the main Periods 
«¢ relating to the coming of the Meffiah; the 
*¢ time of his Birth, that of his Death, that of 
«¢ the Rejection of the Fews, the Duration of 
‘ the Fewi/h War, whereby he caufed the City 
«s and Sanctuary to be deftroyed, and the time 
*¢ of his fecond coming: and fo the Interpreta- 
*¢ tion here given'is more full and complete, and 
«¢ adequate to the Defign, than if we fhould 
« reftrain it to his firft coming only, as In- 
«‘ terpreters ufually do. We alfo avoid the 
*< doing Violence to the Language of Daniel, 
*¢ by taking the feven Weeks, and fixty-two 
«s Weeks for one Number; had that been 
«© Daniel’s meaning, he would have faid fixty 
‘¢ and nine Weeks, and not feven Weeks, and 
‘¢ fixty-two Weeks, a way of numbering ufed 
*¢ by no Nation.” In the remaining part of 
this Chapter, Sir //aac gives us the grounds of 
the Chronology he has followed ; but it would 
be too long to tranfcribe them here, 

Tue eleventh Chapter treats of the times of 
the Birth and Paffion of Chrift. Upon reading 
the Title of this Chapter, we were in hopes 
that our learned Author fhould have endea- 
vour’d to jolve the Difficulties which arife from 
the feeming Oppofition, there is, between 
St. Matthew and St. Luke, with regard to the 
time when Chrift was born; but Sir J/aac does 
not fay one word of it. He contents him- 
telf with giving us a fhort Hittory of Chrift’s 
Preachi ing, in order to find out how much time. 
he fpent in the cxercile of his minifterial Funéti- 
ons: He concludes, from the Obdfervations he 
makes, That * we have in the Gofpels of 

Matthew 
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Matibew and Fobn compared together the 
Hittory of Chrift’s Actions in continual or- 
der during five Paffovers. —~ The firft Paf- 
fover was between the Baptifm of Chrift, 
and the Imprifonment of Fobn; Fobn ii. 12. 
the fecond within four Months after the Im- 
prifonment of Fobn, and Chrift’s beginning 
to preach in Galilee, Fobniv. 35. and there- 
fore it was either that Feaft to which Jefus 
went up, when the Scribe defired to follow 
him, Matt. viii. 19. Luke ix. §t. 57. or the 
Feaft before it. The third was the next 
Feaft after it, when the Corn was eared and 
ripe, Matt. xii.1. Lukevi.1. The fourth 
was that which was nigh at hand, when 
Chrift wrought the Miracle of the five 
Loaves, Matt. xiv. 15. Fobu vi. 4, 5. and 
the fifth was that, in which Chrift fuffered, 
Matt. xx. 17. Foba xii. 1. Between the firft 
and fecond Paffover, Yon and Chrift bap- 
tifed together, till the Imprifonment of 
Fohn, which was four Months before the 
fecond, Then Chrift began to preach and 
call his Difciples ; and after he had inftruct- 
ed them a Year, fent them to preach in 
the Cities of the Fews; at the fame time 
Fobn hearing of the fame of Chrift, fent to 
him to know who he was. At the third, 
the Chief Priefts began to confult about the 
Death of Chrift. A little before the fourth, 
the Twelve, after they had preached a Year 
in the Cities, returned to Chrift; and at the 
fame time Herod beheaded Fobn in Prifon, 
after he had been in Prifon two Yearsanda 
quarter: and thereupon Chrift f led into the 
Defare for fear of Herad. The fourth, 
Chrift went not up to Peru falem for fear oi 
s¢ tae 
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«¢ the ews, who at the Paffover before had 
<< confulted his Death, and becaufe his time 
«© was not yet come. Thenceforward there- 
«< fore till the Feaft of Tabernacles he walked 
«© in Galilee, and that fecretly for fear of He- 
«© rod: and after the Feaft of Tabernacles he 
«< returned no more into Galilez, but fometimes 
«¢ was at Ferufalem, and fometimes returned 
«¢ beyond Fordan, or the City Ephraim by the 
<s Wildernefs, till the Paffover in which he was 
«¢ betrayed, apprehended, and crucified.” 
Tue Years, during which Chrift preached, 
are, according to our Author, diftinguifhed by 
fuch effential Characters, that they cannot be 
miftaken. ‘“ The fecond Paffover is diftin- 
* guifhed from the firft, by the Interpofition 
«< of Fohn’sImprifonment. The third is di- 
<¢ ftinguifhed from the fecond, by a double 
«© Character, firft, by the Interpofition of the 
<< Feaft to which Chrift went up, Matt. viii, 
“19. Luke ix. 57. and fecondly, by the Di- 
«¢ ftance of the time from the beginning of 
*¢ Chrift’s Preaching: for the fecond was in the 
«¢ beginning of his Preaching, and the third fo 
<< Jong after, that before it came, Chrift faid, 
** from the Days of oda the Baptift, until now, 
«< the Kingdom of Heaven fuffereth Violence, 
«© and upbraided the Cities, Chorazin, Beth- 
“¢ faida, and Capernaum, wherein moft of his 
«¢ mighty Works were done, becaufe they re- 
<¢ pented not, Malt, xi. Which fhews, that 
“© from the Imprifonment of ‘7ob2, till now, 
* there had been a confiderable length of time. 
* The fourth is diftingzuifhed from the third, 


+ 


“¢ by the Miffion of rhe Twelve from Chritt, 
“to preach in the Cities of Yadea in all the 
‘ Jacerval. The fifth is d:finguifhed from 


‘+ all 
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*¢ all the former, by the Twelve’s being re- 
«* turned from preaching, and continuing with 
«¢ Chrift during all the Interval between the 
*¢ fourth and the fifth, and by the Paffion, and 
*¢ other infallible Charaéters,”? 

Our Author having fixed the Summer in 
which Yobn firft began to baptife, in the fifteenth 
Year of the Emperor Tiberius, the firft of the 
five Paffovers we have mention’d, fell confe- 
quently in the fixteenth Year of that Emperor ; 
and the laft Paffover, in which Chrift fuilered, 
on the twentieth Year of the fame Emperor; 
and by confequence in the Confulfhip of Fabius 
and Vitellius, in the feventy-ninth Fulian Year, 
and of Chrift the thirty-fourth, which was the 
fabbatical Year of the Fews. This Sir Jzac 
proves further by fome other Arguments, on 
which we think it needlefs to enlarge. 

Tue twelfth Chapter is intitled, Of the Pro- 
phecy of the Scripture of Truth, Here the Author 
explains the eleventh Chapter of Daniel, and 
fhews how it foretels the Hiftory, from the 
time of Alexander the Great, to the prefent 
time ; and he tells us, that the Nations fpoken 
of, from verfe the fortieth to the forty-third, are 
thofe Nations that compofe the Empire of the 
Turks, and therefore this Empire is here to be 
underftood by the King of the North, Thefe 
Nations compofe alfo the Body of the He-Goat ; 
and therefore the Goat ftill reigns in his laft 
Horn, but not by his own Power. As it is al- 
moft impoffible to give an exaét Account of 
this Chapter, without tranfcribing the whole; 
we muft content ourlelves, with laying before 
the Reader a particular Paffage, which will 
fhew in what manner Sir J/aae reafons, and 


which 
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which will alfo be introduétory to the Account 
we fhall give of the two following Chapters. 

<¢ In the beginning of the Fewifo War, fays 

«¢ our Author, in ero’s Reign the Apoftles 
“«¢ fled out of Fudea with their Flocks; fome 
«© beyond Yordan to Pella, and other places, 
<< fome into Egypt, Syria, Mejopotamia, Afia 
“¢ minor, and elfewhere. Peter and ohn came 
<< into Afia, and Peter went thence by Corinth 
‘<< to Rome; but Fobn ikaying in Afia, was 
«¢ banifhed by the Romans into Patmos, as the 
*¢ Head of a Party of the Fews, whofe Nation 
<< was in War with the Romans. By this Di- 
“© fperfion of the Chriftian Fews, the Chriftian 
*s Religion which was already propagated 
«¢ Weftward as far as Rome, fpread faft into 
<< all the Roman Empire, and fuffered many 
s¢ Perfecutions under it, till the Days of Con- 
«< ftantine the Great, and his Sons: all which is 
«< thus defcribed by Daniel; And fuch as do 
“< wickedly againjt the Covenant, fall he, who 
<< places the Abomination, cau/e to diffemble, 
«< and worfhip the Heathen Gods ; but the Peo- 
«¢ ple among them, who do kuow their God, 
«¢ (hall be firong and att. And they that under- 
« fland among the People, hall inftruct many ; 
‘¢ yet they foall fall by the Sword, and by Flame, 
¢< and by Captivity, and by Spoils many Days. 
“© Now when they fall fall, they fhall be hoipen 
<< with a little belp, viz. in the Reign of Con- 
‘¢ flantine the Great; aad at that time, by 
‘¢ reafon of their Profperity, many /hall come 
‘ over to them from among the Heathens, and 
“s cleave to them with Diffimulation. But of 
‘< thofe of underftanding there fhall {till fall to try. 
«s God’s People by them, and to purge them 
ss from the Diflemblers, and to make them 
white, 
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<< qbite, even to the time of the end: becaufe it 
“* is yet for a time appointed.” 
«© Hr THERTO the Roman Empire continued 
entire, and under this Dominion the little 
Horn of the He-Goat continued mighty, 
but not by his own Power. But now by the 
building of Conftantinople, and endowing it 
with a Senate and other like Privileges with 
Rome; and by the Divifion of the Roman 
Empire, into the two Empires of the Greeks 
and Latins, headed by thofe two Cities, a 
new Scene of things commences, in which 4 
King, the Empire of the Greeks, doth accord- 
i-g to his Will, and by fetting his own Laws 
above the Laws of God, exalts aid magnifies 
himfelf above every God, and {peaks marvet- 
lous things againft the God of Gods, and fhall 
profper till the Indignation be accomplifbed.— 
Neither foall be regard the God of bis Latkers, 
nor the \awfulD. fires of Women in Matrimony, 
nor any God, but foall magnify bimjfelf above 
all, and in bis Seat he fhall honour Mabuzzims, 
that is, ftrong Guardians, the Souls of the 
Dead; even with a God whom bis Fathers 
knew not, /hall he honour them, in their Tem- 
ples, with Gold and Silver, and with precious 
Stones, and valuable things. All which relates 
to the overfpreading of the Greek Empire 
with Monks and Nuns, who placed Holinefs 
in Abftinence from Marriage; and to the 
Invocation of Saints, and Veneration of their 
Reliques, and fuch like Superftitions, which 
thefe Men introduced in the fourth and fifth 
Centuries.” It appears by this Paffage, 
with how much Skill our Author could para- 
phrafe the Words of the Scripture, and what a 
happy Genius he had to find out the hidden 
' Senfe 
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Senfe of the prophetic Writings, For inftance, 
the Defire of Women, is, according to him, the 
lawful Defire of Women in Matrimony: from this 
Paraphrafe, it is natural to conclude, the Pro- 
phet intended to {peak of the Friars and Nuns, 
who think Marriage is unlawful. This is, no 
doubt, a much more natural Expofition of the 
Prophet’s Words, than what Grotius dreamt, 
when he apply’d thofe Words to Antiochus Epi- 
phanes’s Cruelty, who did not care for Women, 
though never fo beautiful, but ordered the Wo- 
men of Ferufalem to be killed with their young 
Children, which they circumcifed *. 

Chap. xiii. Of the King who did according to 
bis Will, and magnified himfelf above every 
God, and honoured Mahuzzims, and regarded 
not the Defire of Women. The beginning of 
this Chapter is fuch, that I queftion whether it 
will have the Approbation of the generality of 
our Divines. ‘* In the firft Ages of the Chri- 
«¢ ftian Religion, fays our Author, the Chrifti- 
“¢ ans of every City were governed by a Council 
of Presbyters, and the Prefident of the Coun- 
cil was the Bifhop of the City. The Bifhop 
and Presbyter of one City meddled not with 
the Affairs of another City, except by ad- 
monitory Letters or Meffages. Nor did the 
Bifhops of feveral Cities meet together in 
Council before the time of the Emperor 
Commodus: for they could not meet toge- 
ther without the leave of the Roman Go- 
vernors of the Provinces, But in the Days 
of that Emperor, they began to meet in 
provincial Councils, by the leave of the Go- 
vernors.——T he Bifhop of the chief City,. or 
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Metropolis of the Roman Province was 
ufually made Prefident of the Council; and 
hence came the Authority of Metropolitan 
Bifhops, above that of other Bifhops, with- 
in the fame Province. Hence alfo it was, 
that the Bifhop of Rome, in Cyprian’s Days, 
called himfelf the Bithop of Bifhops. As 
foon as the Empire became Chriftian, the 
Roman Emperors began to call general 
Councils out of all the Provinces of the 
Empire ; and by prefcribing to them what 
Points they fhould confider, and influencing 
them by their Intereft and Power, they fet 
up what Party they pleafed. Hereby the 
Greek Empire, upon the Divifion of the Ro- 
man Empire, into the Greek and Latin Em- 
pires, became the King, who, in Matters of 
Religion, did according to bis Will, and in 
Legiflature, exa/ted and magnified bimfelf 
“¢ above every God; and at length, by the 
«¢ feventh General Council, eftablifhed the 
Worfhip of the Images, and Souls of dead 
Men, here called Mahuzzims.” 

We beg leave to obferve in this Place, that 
there is no reafon why the Greek Empire fhould 
be the King, fpoken of in Daniel, rather than 
the Latin Empire; bcfides this, Sir J/aac told 
us in Chapter iv. that the Roman Empire was 
reprefented by the fourth Beaft, as the King- 
dom of the Greek was by the third. If then 
the He-Goat be the fame with the third Beaft, 
and if it be that King that did-according to his 
Will, viz. the Roman Empire, it will follow 
that the third and fourth Beafts are the fame, 
fince they reprefent at laft the fame Empire, 
that of the Romaus. 
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Our Author fhews next, how the Seé& of 
the Encratites, or Continents, fet on foot by 
the Gnofticks, and propagated by Zatian and 
Montanus near the End ot the fecond Century, 
which was condemned by the Churches of that 
and the third Century, and refined upon by 
their Followers, over{pread the eaftern Churches 
in the fourth Century, and before the End of 
it began to overfpread the Weftern ; when the 
Principles of the Encratites, who maintained 
the unlawfulnefs of Marriage, not being impofed 
upon all Men, but only upon thofe who would 
voluntarily undertake a monaftick Life, _be- 
ean to be admired, Here we alfo find a fhort 
Account of the Rife and Progre{s of Monachi/m, 
both of Men and Women. Henceforward the 
Chriftian Churches having a Form of Godlinefs, 
but denying the Power thereof, came into the 
hands of the Encratites; and the Heathens, 
who in the fourth Century came over in great 
numbers to the Chriftians, embraced more 
readily this fort of Chriftianity, as having a 
greater Affinity with their old Superftitions, 
than that of the fincere Chriftians; who, by 
the Lamps of the feven Churches of A/a, and 
not by the Lamps of the Monatteries, had illu- 
minated the Church Catholick during the three 
firft Centuries, 

Tus Catapbrygians brought in alfo feveral 
other Superftitions: fuch as were the Doétrine 
of Gho/ts, and of their Punifhment in Purga- 
tory, with Prayers and Oblations for mitigating 
that Punifhment. They alfo, ufed the Sign of 
the Crofs as a Charm, All thefe Superftitions 
the Apoltle refers to, where he fays, Now the 
Spirit fpeaketh exprefly, that in the batter times 
fome foall depart from the Faith, giving heed to 


seducing 
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Seducing Spirits, and Doctrines of Devils, tie De- 
mons and Gaofts worfhipped by the Heathens, 
fpeaking Lyes in Hypocri/y, about their App:ri- 
tions, the Miracles done by them, ticir Re- 
liques, and the Sign of the Crofs, having Con- 
fciences feared with a bot Iron, firbiading to marry, 
and commanding to abjiain from Meat, &c*. 
From the Catapbrygians, thele Principles and 
Practices were propagated down to po'terity. 
For though fome ftop was put to the Cataphry- 
gian. Chriftianity, by provincial Councils, till 
the fourth Century ; yet the Roman Emperors 
then tyrning Chriftians, and great Multitud:s 
of Heathens coming over in outward Profeffion, 
thefe found the Cutapbrygian Cariftianity more 
fuitable to their old Principl:s, of placing Re- 
ligion in outward Forms and Ceremonies, 
Holy-days, and Doétrines of Ghofts, than in 
the Religion of the fincere Chriftians: where- 
fore they readily fided with the Cataphrygian 
Chriftians, and eftablifhed that Chriftianity be- 
fore the End of the fourth Century. By this 
means, thofe of Underftanding, after they had. 
been perfecuted by the Heathen Emperors, in 
the three firft Centuries, and were boloen with 
@ little belp by the Converfioh of Conftantine 
the Great, and his Sons, to the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, fell under new Perfecutions, to purge them 
from the Diflemblers, and to make them white, 
even to the time of the End. 

Chap, xiv. Of the Mahuzzims, honoured by 
the King, who does according to bis Will. As 
God is called the Rock of his People, fo the 
falfe Gods are called the Rock of thofe that 
truit in them. In the fame fenfe the Gods of 
the King, who fhall do according to his Will, 

Ti 2 are 

* 1 Tim. iv, 1, 2, 3. 
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ate’ called Mabuzzims, Munitions, Fortrefles, 
Protectors, Guardians, or Defenders, In his 
Eftate, fays Daniel, fhall he honour. Mabuz- 
zims, even with a God whom his Fathers knew 
not, fhall he honour them, with Gold and‘Sil- 
ver, and with precious Stones, and things of 
Value. Thus -fhall he do in the moft Strong- 
holds or Temples ;—— and he fhall caufe'them 
to rule over many, and divide the Land among 
_ them for a Poffeffion. Our Author fhews ‘by 
what Degrees this is conve to pafs, His firft 
Obfervation defetves a particular Notice; there- 
fore we will tranfcribe it at length. © ** Gregory 
s¢ Nyffen tells us, fays he, that after the Per- 
<¢ fecution of the Emperor Decius, Gregory, 
«© Bifhop of Neocefarea in Pontus, inftituted 
among all People, as an addition or corol- 
lary of D.votion towards God, that Feftival 
Days and Affemblies fhould be celebrated to 
<¢ them, who had contended for the Faith, 
*¢ that is, to the Martyrs; and he adds this 
*¢ reafon for the Inftitution: When he ob- 
ferved, fays Nvfen, that the fimple and un- 
fkiiful Multitude, by reafon of corporeal 
¢¢ Delights, remained in the Error of Idols; 
“¢ that the pripicipal thing might be corrected 
among them, namely, that inftead ‘of their 
vain Worhhip, th y might turn their Eyes 
upon Gods he permitted that at the Me- 
mory of the holy Martyrs they might make 
merry, ‘and delight themfelves, and be dif- 
folved into Joy, The Heathens were de- 
“* lighted with the Feftivals of their Gods, and 
«* unwilling ‘to paft with thofe Delights; and 
** therefore Gregory, to facilitate th.ir Conver- 
¢ fion, inftituted annual Feftivals to Saints and 
{* Martyrs. Hence it came to pafs, that for 
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*¢ exploding the Feftivals of the Heathens, the, 
‘¢ principal Feftivals of the Chriftians fucceeded, 
** in their room: as the kéeping of Chri/tmas 
‘* with: Joy,and Feafting, and. Playing and 
“*. Sports,; in the room of the Baschanalia, and, 
*¢ Saturnalia ; the celebrating of May-day with 
«© Flowers,. in the room of the Floralia ; and 
‘«¢ the keeping of Feftivals to the Virgin Mary, 
‘s Fobn the Baptift, and divers of the Apoftles, 
“¢ in.the room of the Solemnities at the entrance 
of the Sun into: the Signs of the Zodiac in 

§ the old Fulian Calendar. In the fame Per- 
fecution of Decius, Cyprian ordered the Paf- 
fions of the Martyrs. in Africa to be regi- 
ftred, in order to celebrate their Memories 

* annually; with Oblations and Sacrifices: and 
* Felix, Bithop of Rome, a little after, as Pla- 


* tina relates, confulting -the Glory of the: 


Martyrs, ordained that Sacrifices fhould be, 
§. celebrated annually in their Names, By the 
* Pleafure of thefe Feftivals, the Chriftians in- 


creafed much in Number,.and decreafed as, 


much in Virtue, unti they were purged and 
made white by-the Perfecution.of Dyoclefian. 
$ This was the firft Step made in the Chriftian 


Religion towards the Veneration of the Mar- 


$ tyrs: and though it. did not yet amount ta 
an unlawful Worthip ; yet it difpofed the 
Chriftians towards fuch, a further Veneration, 
* of the Dead, .as in a fhort time ended i in the 
6¢ Invocation of Saints.” 


- Tuus? far. our Author;-. and here we beg 


leave to fay, that his Obfervation feems to 
weaken very much the; Argyment. that is 
alledged for the Truth of Chriftianity, fromthe 


manner in which it was propagated and. efta:. 


blifhed in the World. It is generally fuppofed; 
Ti 
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that the Go'pel was eftablifhed, not only with- 
out any human Policy, but againf€ all the 
Cr: ft and Power of the Heathen Emperors and 
Priefts. But if it be true, as Sir J/aac Newton 
afferts, that the Feftivals to Saints and: Martyrs 
were inftituted to facilitate the Converfion of 
the Heathens, if thofe Fettivals were eftablifh- 
ed inftead of the Heathen Solemnities ; ’tis no 
great wonder that the Heathens at laft became 
Chriftians, fince, with regard to the outward 
Worfhip, there’s a very little difference be- 
tween the Religion they renounced, and that 
which they embraced, If any other Perfon, 
befides Sir Z/aac, had offer’d fo free an Obfer- 
vation, he would no doubt have foon been 
branded with the name of an Infidel or an 
Atheift; and the fecular Power would foon 
have been called upon to punifh his Infolence 
and Impiety. : 

Our Author next fhews how Daniel’s Pro- 
phecy was farther accomplifhed, and the Chri- 
ftian Religion further corrupted, by the Practice 
of Praying at the Sepulchres of Martyrs, by a 
certain fort of Sanétity attributed to the dead 
Bodies of Saints and Martyrs, by the Feftivals 
kept at their Sepulchres, by the Sacrifices of- 
fered to God in their Names; by the attriba- 
ting to their dead Bodies, Bones, and other 
Reliques, a power of working Miracles by 
means of feparate Souls, who were fuppofed to 
know what we do or fay, and to be able to do 
us good or hurt, and’ to work thofe Miracles, 
This, fays our Author, was the very Notion 
the Heathens had of the feparate Souls of their 
antient Kings and Heroes, whom they wor- 
fhipped, under the Names of Saturn, Rhea, 
Jupiter, &c. This, with the great noife the 

Chriftians 





Art.z3. Historia LITTERARIA, 
Chrittians of Syria and Egypt made about the 
Miracles done by the Reliques of the Chriftian 
Saints and Martyrs, was what introduced at 
Jaft the Invocation of Saints, for whom they 
erected fo many Altars, that they filled the 
Fields and Highways with them, as our Author 
fhews at large in the remaining part of this 
Chapter. 

THE fecond part of this Work contains 
the Author’s Obfervations on the Apocalypfe 
of St. fobn. . The firft Chapter is an Introduc- 
tion concerning the time when the Apocalypfe 
was written. Our Author maintains, that Fobz 
wrote this Book before the Deftru€tion of Fe- 
rufalem, during the Reign of Nero, or even be- 
fore that time; and he afledges feveral Autho- 
rities and Arguments to fupport his Opinion: 
The Authorities are. thofe of Ex/ebius in his 
Evangelical Demonftrations *; of Tertdlliant, 
and of Pfeudo-Prochorus, who all conjoin the 
Banifhment of Fob into Patmos, with the 
Deaths of Peter and Paul: This is alfo fup- 
ported by the firft Author; whoever he was, 
of that very ancient Fable, that Fob was put 
by Nero into a Veffel of hot Oil, and coming 
out unhurt, was banifhed by him into Pat :.os, 
Though this Story be no more than a Fidtion, 
yet it was founded on a Tradition of the firft 
Churches, that Fob was banifhed into Patmos 
in the Days of Nero. Epipbanius reprefents the 
Gofpel of Fobn as written in the time of Domi- 
tian, and the Apocalypfe even. befare that of 
Nero. Arethas affirms the A’pocalypfe was 

i 4 writtert 

* Lib. IIT. 

+ Vide Pamelium, in Notis ad Tertull. De Praferiptiéazé- 
bas, 0, 215. & Hieron. Lib. 1. contra Jovian. c. r4. 
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written before the Deftruction of Ferufalem, and 
that former Commentators had expounded the 
fixth Seal of that Deftruction. With the opi- 
nion of the firft Commentators, agrees the Tra- 
dition of the Churches of Syria, preferved to 
this day in the Title of the Syriac Verfion of 
the Apocalypfe, which is this; ** The Reve- 
‘¢ Jation which was made to Fobn the Evangelift 
*¢ by God in the Ifland Patmos, into which he 
*¢ was banifhed by Nero the Cefar.” 

This Opinion, fays Sir J/aac, is further fup- 
ported by the Allufions in the Apocalypfe to 
the Temple and Altar, and Holy City as then 
ftanding ; and to the Gentiles, who were foon 
after to tread under foot the Holy City, and 
outward Court. ’Tis confirmed alfo by the 
Stile of the Apocalypfe itfelf, which is fuller 
of Hetraifms, than his Gofpel. For thence it 
may be gathered, that it was written when 
Fobn was newly come out of Fudea, where he 
had been ufed to the Syriac Tongue; and that 
he'cid not write his Gofpel till by a long con- 
verfe with the Afiatick Greeks he had left off 
moft of the Hebraifms, It is confirmed alfo 
by the many falfe Apocalypfes written in imi- 
tation of the true one. 

Arter thefe Arguments our Author offers 
another, which, fays he, to confidering Men 
may feem a good reafon, to others not. This 
reafon is, that the Apocalypfe feems to be 
alluded to in the Epiftles of Peter, and in that 
to the Hebrews, and therefore to have been 
written before them. Sir J/aae undertakes to 
prove this by feveral Inftances, which I think it 
needlefs to tranfcribe here: the Reader may 
eafily find thole Allufions, by comparing thofe 
Epiftles with St. Fobn’s Revelation. . 
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Our Author tells us afterwards, that Peter 
and Fobn being Apoftles of the Circumcifion, 
it is probable, they ftaid with their Churches 
in Fudea and Syria, till the Romans made War 
upon their Nation, thatis, till the twelfth Year 
of Nero; that they then followed the main 
Body of their flying Churches into 4fa, and 
that Peter went thence by Corinth to Rome; 
that the Roman Empire looked upon thofe 
Churches as Enemies, becaufe Fews by Birth ; 
and therefore to prevent Inlurtections, fecured 
their Leaders, and banifhed ohn into Patmcs. 
It feems alfo probable, that the Apocalypfe 
was there compoied, and that foon after the 
Epiftle to the Hebrews, and thofe of Peter were 
written to thefe Churches, with reference to 
this Prophecy, as what they were particularly 
concerned in. For it appears by thefe Epiftles, 
that they were written in times of general A fflic- 
tion and Tribulation under the Heathens, and 
by confequence, when the Empire made Wir 
upon the ‘fews; for till then the Heathens werg 
at peace with the Chriftian Fews, as well as 
with the reft. The Epiftle to the Hebrews, 
fince it mentions Zimothy, as related to thofe 
Hebrews, muft be written to them after their 
fight into Afia, where Timothy was Bifhop; 
and by confequence after the War began, the 
Hebrews in Fudea being Strangers to Timothy. 
Peter feems alfo to call Rome Babylon, as well 
with refpect to the War madé upon Fudea, and 
the approaching Captivity, like that under old 
Babylon, as with re{peét to that name in the 
Apocalypfe ; and in writing to the Strangers, 
feattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappado- 
cia, Afia and Bythinia, he feems to intimate 
that they were the Strangers newly {cattered by 

the 
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the Roman Wars; for thofe were the only 
Strangers there belonging to his Care. 

Havine determined the time of writing the 
Apocalypfe; our Author did not. think it ne- 
ceffary to fay much about the Truth of it, 
fince it was in fuch requeft with the firft Ages, 
that many endeavoured to imitate it, by fcign- 
ing Apocalypfes under the Apoftles Names ; 
and the Apoftles themfelves, as the Author has 
fhewed, ftudied it, and ufed its Phrafes; by 
which means the Stile of the Epiftle to the He-. 
brews became more myftical than that of 
St. Paul’s other Epiftles, and the Stile of fon’s 
Gofpel more figurative and majeftical, thar 
that of the other Gofpels. Neverthelefs our 
Author quotes fome Paflages . from ancient 
Authors, as Fuftin Martyr, Papias, Melito, 
frenezus and others; whence he concludes, that 
the Apocalypfe was received and ftudied in the 
firft Ages, and that no other Book of the New 
Teftament is fo ftrongly attefted, nor has been 
commented upon 70 early as this. The Pro- 
phecy faid, Bleffed is he that readeth, and they 
that hear the Words of this Prophecy, and keep 
the things which afe written therein. ‘This anis 
mated the firft Chriftians to ftudy it fo much, 
till the Difficulty made them remit, and com- 
ment more upon the other Books of the New 
Teftament. ‘This was the ftate of the Apoca- 
typfe, till the thoufand Years Reign being mif- 
underftood, brought a Prejudice againft it ; and 
Dionyfius of Alexandria noting how it abounded 
with Barbarifn, that is, with Hebrai/ms, pro- 
moted that Prejudice fo far, aS to ¢aufe many 
Greeks in the fourth Century to doubt of the 
Book. But whilft the Latins, and a great part 
ef the Greeks always retained the A’pocaly ple, 

3 and 
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and the reft doudted only out of Prejudice, it 


makes nothing againft its Authoricy. 
Tuis Prophecy, fays our Author, is called 
the Revelation, with regard to the Scripture of 


Truth whichDaniel was commanded to /hut up and 


feal till the time of the End; atid until that time 
comes, the Lamb: is opening the Seals: and-af- 
terwards the two Witneffes prophefy out of it 
a long time if Sack-cloth, before they afcend 
up to Heaven in a Cloud. All which is as 
much as to fay, that thefe Prophecies of Da- 
niel and Ffobn fhould not be underftood till the 
time of the End; but then fome fhould pro- 
phefy out of it in an afflicted and mournful 
State for a long time, and that but darkly, fo 
as to convert but few. Tis therefore a part 
of this Prophecy, that it fhould not be under- 
ftood before the laft Age of the World; and 
therefore it makes for the Credit of the Pro- 
phecy, that it is not yet underftood. But if 
the laft Age, the Age of opening thefe things 
be now approaching, as by the great Succefies 
of late Interpreters it feems to be, we have 
more Encouragement than ever to look into 
thefe things. If the general preaching of the 
Gofpel be approaching, it is to us and our 
Pofterity that thofe Words mainly belong, Jn 
the time of the End the Wife fhall underftand, "but 

none of the Wicked fhall underftand*, 
Tue Folly of Interpreters, according to 
Sir J/faac, has been to foretel times and things 
by this Prophecy, as if God defigned to make 
them Prophets; by this rafhnefs they have 
not only expofed themfelves, but brought the 
Prophecy alfo into Contempt. The Defign of 
God was much otherwife. He gave this, and 
the 

* Daniel xii. 4, 10, See alfo, Apoc. i. 3. 
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the Prophecies of the Old Teftament, not to, 
ratify Men’s Curiofity, by enabling them to. 
Sdpew things, but. that after they were ful- 
filled, ghey might be interpreted by the Events, 
and his own, Providence, not the Interpreters, 
be then manifefted thereby to the World. For 
the Event of things prediéted many Ages be- 
fore, will then be a convincing Argument, 
that the World is governed by Providence.. 
For as the few and ob{cure Prophecies concern-. 
ing Chrift’s firft coming were for fetting up the. 
Chriftian “Religion, which all Nations have 
fince corrupted ; fo the many and clear Prophe-, 
cies concerning the things to be done at Chrift’s 
fecond coming, are not only for predicting, 
but alfo for effecting a recovery and re-eftablith- 
ment of the long-loft Truth, and fetting up‘a. 
‘Kingdom, wherein dwells Righteoufnefs. The 
Event . will prove the Apocalypfe; and this 
Prophecy thus proved and underftood will open 
the old Prophets, and all together will make 
known the, true Religion, ; and eftablith it. For 
he that will underftind the old Prophets, muft 
begin with this; but the time is not yet come, 
for underftanding them perfectly, becaufe the 
main Revolution. predicted in them is not. yet 
come to pafs. In the Days.of the Voice of the 
feventh Angel, when he fhill. begin: to found,, 
the Myftery of God fhall be finifhed, as he has, 
declared to his Servants the Prophets ;; and then. 
the Kingdoms of this World fhall become thé 
Kingdoms of our Lotd and his Chrift, and he 
fhall reign for ever, Apoc. x.'7.. Xi. 15. 

_ Chap. ii. treats of the Relation which the A- 
pocalypfe of Fobn has to the Book of the Law 
of Mofes, and to the Worfhip of God in the 
Temple. The Apocalypfe of Fobn, fays our 

Author, 
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Author, is written in the fame Stile and Lan- 
guage with the Prophecies of Daniel, and has 
the fame Relation to them, which they have to 
‘one another ; fothat al] of them together make 
but one compleat Prophecy, and in like man- 
ner it confifts of two Parts, an introductory 
Prophecy, and an Interpretation thereof. 

Tue Prophecy is diftinguifhed into feven fuc- 
ceffive Parts, by the opening of the feven Seals 
of the Book, which Daniel was commanded to 
feal up; and hence it is called the Apocalypfe 
or Revelation of Jefus Chrift. The time of the 
feven Seals is fubdivided into eight fucceffive 
Parts by the filence in Heaven for half an Hour, 
and the founding of feven Trumpets fucceffive- 
ly: and the feventh Trumpet founds the Battle 
of the great Day of God Almighty, whereby 
the Kingdoms of this Warld become the King- 
doms ‘of the Lord and of his Chrift, and thofe 
ate deftroyed that deftroyed the Earth. The 
Interpretation begins with the Words, ¢ And the 
* Temple of God was open’d in Heaven, and 
* there was feen in his Temple the Ark of his 
* Teftament ;’ and it continues to the End of the 
Prophecy. ‘ The Temple is the Scene of the 
Vifions, and the Vifions in the Temple relate 
to the Feaft of the’ feventh Month; for the 
Feafts of the Fews' were Typical of things to 
come. The Paffover related to the firft coming 
of Chrift, and the Feafts of the feventh Month 
to his fecond coming: his firft coming being 
therefore over before’this Prophecy was given, 
the Feafts of the feventh Month are here only 
alluded to, ; Beene 

Our Author gives us next an Account of 
the three firft Chapters of the ‘Apocalypfe. On 
the firft Day of the feventh Month, {ays he, in 

the 
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the Morning, the High-Prieft drefled the 
Lamps; and in allufion hereunto, this Prophe- 
cy begins with a Vifion of one like the Son of 
Man in the High. Prieft’s Habit, appearing as 
it were in the midft of the feven Golden Can- 
dlefticks, or over againft the midft of them dref- 
fing the Lamps, which appeared like a Rod of 
feven Stars in his right Hand: and this dreffing 
was performed by the fending feven Epiftles tq 
the Angels or Bifliops of the feven Churches in 
4Afia, which in the primitive Times illuminated 
the Temple or Church-Catholick. Thefe E- 
piftles contain Admonitions againft the ap- 
proaching Apoftacy, and therefore relate to 
the Times when the Apoftacy began to work 
ftrongly, and before it prevailed. [t began to 
work in the Apoftles Days, and was to con- 
tinue working #ill the Man of Sin fhould be re- 
vealed. It began to work in the Difciples of 
Simon, Menander, Carpocrates, Cerinthus, and 
fuch fort of Men, as had imbibed the meta- 
phyfical Philofophy of the Gentiles, and cabal- 
liftical Fews, and were thence called Guofticks.— 
But thefe being condemned by the Apoftles, 
and their immediate Difciples, pug the Church 
inno danger during the opening of the firft 
four Seals.’ The Vifions at the opening of thefe 
Seals relate only to the civil Affairs of the 
Heathen Roman Empire. —The Admonitions 
therefore in thefe feven Epiftles relate to the 
State of the Church in the Times of the fifth 
and fixth Seals. At the opening of the fifth 
Seal, the Church is purged from Hypocrites 
by a great Perfecution, At the opening of the 
fixth, that which letted, is taken out of the 
way, namely, the Heathen Roman Empire. 
At the opening of the feventh, the Man of Sin 

AS 
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is revealed. And to thefe Times the feven E- 
piftles relate. 

As it is almoft impoffible to give an Abridg- 
ment of this Chapter, we will tranfcribe ano- 
ther Paffage of it, that the Reader may form 
fome Notion of the Relation, which the Apo- 
calypfe has, according to our Author, to the 
Book of the Law, <‘* After the Lamps were 
«¢ dreffed, fays Sir I/aac Newton, Fobn taw the 
«¢ Door of the Temple opened, and by the Voice 

as it were of a Trumpet, was called up to the 

eaftern Gate of the great Court, to fee the 

Vifions: and bebold a Tbrine was fet, viz. 

the Mercy-Seat upon the Ark of the Tefta- 

ment, which che Fews refpetted as the 

Throne of God between the Cierubims, Ex. 

xxv. 2. Pfal.xcix.1, And he that fat on 

it was to Jook upon like Fa/par and Sardine 

Stone, that is, of an olive Colour. And the 

Sun being then in the Eaft, a Rainbow was 

about the Throne, the Emblem of Glory. 

And round about the Throne were four and 

twenty Seats, anfwering to the Chambers of 

the four and twenty Princes of the Priefts, 
twelve on the fouth Side, and twelve on the 
north Side of the Priefts Court. And upon 
the Seat were four and twenty Elders fitting, 
clothed in white Raiment, with Crowns on 
their Heads; reprefenting the Princes of the 
four and twenty Courfes of the Priefts cloth- 
ed in Linnen; and out of the Throne pro- 
ceeded Lightnings, and Thunderings, and 

Voices, viz. the Flafhes of the Fire upon the 

Altar, at the Morning Sacrifice, and the 

thundering Voices of thofe that founded the 

Trumpets, and fung at the eaftern Gate of 

the Priefts Court: for thefe being between 
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¢ Fobn and the Throne, appeared to him as 


proceeding from the Throne. And there 
were feven Lamps of Fire burning in the 
Temple, before the Throne, which are the 
feven Spirits of God, or Angels of the feven 
Churches, reprefented in the Beginning of 
this Prophecy by feven Stars, and before 
the Throne was a Sea of Glafs, clear as Cry- 
ftal ; the brazen Sea between the Porch of 
the Temple and the Altar, filled with clear 
Water. And in the midf of the Throne, 
and round about theThrone, were four Beafts 
full of Eyes before and behind; that is, one 
Beaft before the Throne, and one behind it, 
appearing to Fobn as in the midft of the 
Throne, and one on either fide in the Circle 
about it, to reprefenc by the multitude of 
their Eyes, the People ftanding in the four 
fides of the People’s Court. And the firft 
Beaft was like a Lion, and the fecond was 
like a Calf, and the third had the Face of a 
Man, and the fourth was like a fying Eagle. 

The People of Jrael in the Wildernefs en- 
camped round about the Tabernacle, and 
under the East Side were three Tribes under 
the Standard of Fudab; on the Weft were 
three Tribes under the Standard of Ephraim ; 
on the South were ‘three Tribes under the 
Standard of Reuben; and on the North were 
three Tribes under the Standard of Dan. 

Numb. ii. And the Standard of Fudab was a 
Lion; that of Ephraim, an Ox; that of 
Reuben, a Man; and that of Dan, an Eagle, 
as the Fews affirm, Whence were framed 
the Hieroglyphicks of Cherubims and Sera- 
phims- to reprefent the People of J/rael. A 
Cherubim had one Body with four Faces, 
oe the 





Art.23. HisTorR1a LITTERARIA. 469 
the Faces of a Lion, an Ox, a Man, and 
an Eagle, looking to the four Winds of 
Heaven, without turning about, as inEzekiel’s 
Vifton, Cdap.i. And four Seraphims had 
the fame four Faces, with four Bodies, one 
Face to every Body. The four Beafts are 
therefore four Seraphims ftanding in the four 
Sides of the People’s Court; the firft, in the 
eaitern Side, with the Head of a Lion; 
the fecond, in the weftern Side, with the 
Head of an Ox; the third, in the fouthern 
Side, with the Head of a Man; the fourth, 
in the northern Side, with the Head of an 
Fagle ; and all four fignify together the 
twelve Tribes of J/rael, out of whom the 
hundred forty and four Thoufand were fealed, 

* Apoc. vii. 4. And the four Beafts had each 
of them fix Wings, two to a Tribe, in all 
twenty and four Wings, anfwering to the 

‘*¢ twenty and four Stations of the People. 
And they were full of Eyes within, or under 
their Wings: And they reft not Day and 
Night, or at the Morning and Evening Sa- 
crifices ; faymg, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord 
God Almighty, which was, and is, and is 
to come. The Animals therefore are Sera- 
phims, which appeared to J/aiah* in a Vi- 
fion, like this of the Apocalypfe, For there 
alfo the Lord fat upon a Throne in the Tem- 
ple; and the Seraphims, each with fix Wings, 
cry’d, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of 
Hoft. And when thofe Animals give Glory 
and Honour, and Thanks to him that fitteth 
upon the Throne, who liveth for ever and 
ever, the four and twenty Elders go into the 
* Ifa. vi. 

No, XXIII. 1733. Kk “‘ Tem- 
Vout. IV. 
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«© Temple, and there fall down before him that 
«¢ fitteth on the Throne, and worfhip him that 
‘ liveth for ever and ever, and caft their 
«¢ Crowns before the Throne; faying, Thou 


a 


‘ 


“ 


art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory and 
Honour and Power, for thou haft created 
«¢ all things, and for thy Pleafure they are and 
«s werecreated. At the Morning and Evening 
«¢ Sacrifices, fo foon as the Sacrifice was laid 
upon the Altar, and the Drink-Offering be- 
gan to be poured out, the Trumpets foun- 
«¢ ded, and the Levites fang by Courfe three 
«¢ times; and every time when the Trumpet 
founded, the People fell down and worfhip- 
«¢ ped. Three times therefore did the People 
*¢ worfhip; to exprefs which Number, the 
«© Beafts cry, Holy, Holy, Holy; and the 
«¢ Song being ended, the People prayed ftand- 

ing, till the Solemnity was finifed. In the 
mean time, the Priefts went into theTemple, 
and there fell down before him, that fat upon 
the Throne, and worfhipped.”” In this way 
our Author goes on to fhew, what Relation, 
the Apocalypfe of St. ‘fohn has to the Book of 
the Law of Mo/es; but this, I think, is fuffi- 
cient to give the Reader a Notion of his way of 
reafoning. 

Tue third and lJaft Chapter of this fecond 
Part, treats of the Relation which the Prophecy 
of John bas to thofe of Daniel, and of the Subjeét 
of the Prophecy. The Author tells us, that the 
whole Scene of facred Prophecy is compofed of 
three principal Parts: The Regions beyond 
Euphrates, reprefented by the two firft Beafts 
of Daniel; the Empire of the Greeks on this 
fide of Euphrates, reprefented by the Leopard 
and by the He-Goat; and the Empire of the 
Latins 
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Latins on this fide of Greece, reprefented by the 
Beaft with ten Horns, And to thefe three parts 
the Phrafes of the third part of the Earth, Sea, 
Rivers, Trees, Ships, Stars, Sun and Moon relate. 

By the Earth, the Zews underftood the great 
Continent of all 4a and Africa, to which they 
had accef$ by Land; and by the Ifles of the 
Sea, they underftood the places to which they 
failed by Sea, particularly all Europe: and 
hence, in this Prophecy, the Farth and Sea are 
put for the Nations of the Greek and Latin Eni- 
pire. 

Tue third and fourth Beafts of Daniel are the 
fame with the Dragon and ten-horned Beaft of 
Fobn, but with this Difference; Fobn puts the 
Dragon {for the whole Roman Empire, while it 
continued entire, becaufe it was entire when 
that Prophecy was given; and the Beaft he 
confiders not till the Empire became divided ; 
and then he puts the Dragon for the Empire of 
the Greeks, and the Beaft for the Empire of the 
Latins. Hence it is, that the Dragon and Beat 
have common Heads and common Horns ; but 
the Dragon has Crowns only upon his He: ds, 

and the Beat only upon his Horns; becaule 
the Beaft and his Horns reigned not, before 
they were divided from the Dragon: and when 
the Drigon gave the Beaft his Throne, the ten 
Horns received Power as Kings, the tame Hour 
with the Beaft. The Heads are feven fucceffive 
Kings, Four of them were the four Horfe -men, 
which appeared at the ope ning of “the firlt four 
Seals. In the Jatter end of the fixth Head o 
Seal, confidered as prefent in the Vifions, it ” 
faid, five of the feven Kings ere fallen , and one 
15, and another is not ye t come 5 and the Beaft that 
was, and is not, being, wounced to death with 
Kk 2 a 
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a Sword, be is the Eighth, and of the Seven: he 
was therefore a collateral part of the Seventh. 
The Horns are the fame with thofe of Daniel’s 
fourth Beaft. 


We have faid above, that according to our 


Author, the Affairs of the Church begin to be 
confidered only at the opening of the fifth Seal. 


ec 


a 


‘ 


6 
ce 
«6 
ee 


6 


o 


€ 


a 


e 


a“ 


“ 


é 


a 


. 


¢ 


a 


“ 


. 


al 


. 


nr 


c 
+ 


vc n 


wo 


6 


w- 


Lal 


‘ 


° 


vv. w 


7 
c 


n 


é 


Then, fays Sir J/aac, fhe (the Church) is re- 
prefented by a Woman in the Temple of 
Heaven, clothed with the Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs, and the Moon of Fewifh Ceremonies 
under ber Feet, and upon ber Head a Crown 
of twelve Stars, relating to the twelve Apo- 
ftles, and to the twelve Tribes of J/rael. 
When fhe fied from the Temple into the 
Wildernefs, fhe left in the Temple a Rem- 
nant of ber Seed, who kept the Commandments 
of God, and bad the Teftimony of Fefus Chrift. 
And therefore before her Flight fhe repre- 
fented the true primitive Church of God, 
though afterwards fhe degenerated like Aho- 
lab, and Abolibab. In Dioclefian’s Perfecu- 
tion fhe cried, travelling in birth, and pained 
to be delivered. And in the End of that Per- 
iecution, by the Victory of Conftantine over 
Maxentius, A.C. 312. fhe brought forth a 
Man-Child, tuch a Child as was to rule all 
Nations with a Rod of Iron, a Chriftian Em- 
pire. Aud ber Child by the Victory of Con- 
Stantine over Licinius, A.C. 323, was caught 
up unto God, and to his Throne. And the 
Woman, by the Divifion of the Roman Em- 
pire into the Greek and Latix Empires, fled 
from the firft Temple into the Wilderne/s, 
or fpiritually barren Empire of the Latins, 
where fhe is found afterwards, fitting upon 
the Beaft and upon the feven Mountains, 

and 
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«+ and is called the great City, that reigneth 
© over the Kings of the Earth ; that is, over the 
‘** ten Kings who give their Kingdom to the 
*s Beaft.’’ 

Tue Woman being at length arrived at the 
place of her temporal as well as fpiritual Do- 
minion, is there ‘* nourifhed a time, and times, 
«and halfatime, from the Face of the Ser- 

. © pent ; not in his Kingdom, but at a Diftance 
} ‘© from him. She is nourifhed by the Merchants 
: “* of the Earth, three Times or Years and a 
‘¢ half; or forty-two Months, or one thoufand 
*¢ two hundred and fixty Days; and in thefe 
“* Prophecies, Days are put for Years, During 
‘* ali this time the Beaft aéted, and fhe fat upon 
‘* bim, that is, reigned over him, and over the 
** ten Kings who gave their Power and Strength, 
~ “* that is, their Kingdom, to the Beaft, and fhe 
: *© was drunken with the Blood of the Saints. By 
- ; *¢ all chefe Circumftances, fhe is the eleventh 
bn *¢ Horn of Daniel’s fourth Beaft, who reigned 
A “© with a Look more ftout than bis Fellows, and 
™ ‘© was of a different Kind from the reft, and 
t 
a 


lc Trlr CU” 
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** bad Eyes and @ Mouth like the Woman, and 
‘* made war with the Saints, and prevailed 


lt *¢ againft them, and wore them out, and 
° ‘© thought to change Times and Laws, and 
lo «¢ had them given into his hand, until a time, 
bt ‘* and times, and half a time. Thefe Cha-. 
Me ‘6 raéters of the Woman, and littl Horn of * 
1- | ** the Beaft agree perfectly: in refpect of her 
a ** temporal Dominion, fhe was a Horn of the 
55 *¢ Bealt; in refpect of her fpirituat Dominion, 
i ‘© fhe rode upon him in the Form of a Wo- 
n ‘* man, and was his Church, and committed 
Sy s© Fornication with the ten Kings.” 


d Kk 3 Tris 





474 





HistorisA LiTrerRaria, N°. XXill, 


Tis Chapter contains fo many curious, I 
wifh I could fay, well-grounded Obfervations, 
that it is inmpoffible to iniert them all in an Ab- 
{tract ; and this being already very Jorg, we will 
tranicribe but one Paflage more, < after we have 
obferved that our Author admits of lren@uss 
Obfervation, viz. that the Number of the Beatt, 
Rev. xiii, 18. fix hundred and fixty-fix, is found 
in the Greek Word xeren@ Latinus. It is true 
that the Letters of that Word make up that 
Number; but the Author does not prove, that 
the facred Writer really intended to exprefs 
that Word, rather than OYAMO= Ulsius, a 
Name of Trajan, as Grotius maintains, or ra- 
ther than thefe Words, a:@ ea, a Hess, TL 
am for Jupiter or for Juno, or of their Party, as 

ir. Le Clere pretends* 

Here follows the laft Paffhge which we 
though¢ proper to lay before the Reader. “In 
‘© pourit ng out the th ird Vial, it is faid, Theu 
S ari? ahi eo? {Sy OL J ord ’ be éaufe tio! baft 
judge. Y thus 5 for bey have fhe the Biood of 
<6 thy Sairts and Pi oph 2ts, and thou L Lajt given 
‘s them Blood to drink, for they are worth: 
“© Fiow they {bed the Blood of Saints, may be 
“ underiteod by an Eaict of the Emperor 
<¢ Ljonerit's, procured by four Bifhops fent to 
him by a Council of dfri.an Bifhops, who 
«© met at Carthave the 14th of Fune, A.C, 
© 4103” by which it was enacted, that all the 

Hereticks who cared publickly to affemble, 
fhould not only be banifhed, but alfo punifh- 
ed capitally: This Edict was five Years after 
fortified by another of the fame Severity. 
s¢ Thefe Ediéts being directed only to the Go- 
** vernors of 4frica, extended only to the 

6 Africans. 
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“© Africans. Before thefe, there were many 
“ fevere ones againft the Donatifts, but they 
«¢ did not extend to Blood. Thefe two were 
«¢ the firft which made their Meetings, and the 
‘* Meetings of all Diffenters Capital; for by 
‘¢ Hereticks, in thefe Ediéts, are meant all 
«* Diffenters, as is manifeft from the following 
‘ Words in an Ediét of the fame Honorius 
s* again{t Eurefius a Luciferan Bifhop. Here- 
* ticorum vocabulo continentur &F latis adverfus 
** vos Sanétionibus debent fuccumbere, qui vel levi 
$© Argumento a Fudicio Catholica Religionis & 
‘© tramite deteéti fuerint deviare ;” (i. e. By the 
word Hereticks, are underftood, all thofe, 
who in the leaft deviate from the Judgment 
and Footfteps of the Catholick Religion, and 
thefe muft be fubject to the Penalties enacted 
againft them). From this Comment of our 
Author, we may conclude, that the Donatifts 
and other Hereticks were the Saints and Pro- 
phets, whofe Blood was fhed ; and that the Ca- 
tholicks were the Enemies and Antichrifts, who 
perfecuted the Saints of God. How this will 
be relifhed by our Divines, does not become us 
to determine. 

Upon the whole, we muft confefs that there 
are a great many ufeful Hints in thefe Obfer- 
vations ; and the Author’s Learning, Judg- 
ment and Penetration appears in every Page: 
if he does not force our Affent, it muft be 
afcribed to the Difficulty almoft infuperable of 
the Subjects he undertook to illuftrate. It is 
an eafy matter to make Objections aguinft any 
Expofition of the Prophets, but it is a hard 
Task to explain them in fuch a manner, as 
to leave no room for new Objections and Dif- 
ficulties ; and we doubt very much whether 

Kk 4 Sir 
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Sir Ifaac Newton will have more Followers, 
than thefe who explained the Apocalypfe be- 
fore him. 

We think it needlefs to make any excufe for 
the length of this Abftraét, the Fam> of the 
Author, and the Novelty of his Obfervations 
are a fufficient Apology for us, 


ARTICLE XXIV. 


JOHANNIS, Petri Kou il in Academ. 
Scient.PetropolitanaHift.Eccl.& Human. 
Literar. Profeff. Introductio in Hiftoriam 
Literariam Slavorum, imprimis Sacram. 


Altonavie Impenfis fone Korten, 1729. 
in 8v9. 


That is, 

Introduétion to the Hiftoria Litteraria, 
particularly relating to the Bible or fa- 
cred Authors among the Sclavonians. 
By Joun Peter Konuius, Profeffor of 
the Ecclefiaftical Hiftory and Belles 
Lettres zm the Univerfity of Petersburg. 
Printed at Altonau, by jonas Korten, 
1729, i” 8U0. pag. 418. 2° Extraét. 


R. Koblius having proved that Cyrillus 

and Methodius were the Authors of the 
Sclavonian Verfion of the Bible, proceeds to 
give us a fhort Account of their Life. They 
were defcended of an illuftrious Family among 
the Romaus, and Cedrenus in Compend. Hitt. 
faith, that Methodius was PousiO- m xv@, of a 
Roman Family. Their Father was Con/tantine, 


furnamed 
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furnamed the Philofopher, according to Stre- 
dowski, but according to Stepennaja Kniga, an 
old Sclavonian Manufcript, Leon; he lived for 
many Years at Conftantinople, and went from 
thence to fettle at Theffalonica, a famous City 
of Greece. In this laft Place the two Brothers, 
Methodius and Conjftantine were born, in the 
Year 813. As they difcover’d early a great Ca- 
pacity and Difpofition for Learning, their Fa- 
ther gave them a very liberal Education, and 
they made fo extraordinary a Progrefs in their 
Studies, that in a fhort time they acquired a 
great Reputation. Theodora, Confort of Theo- 
philus, Emperor of the Eaft, having heard of 
them, fent for them to come to Con/tantinople, 
in order to reftore Learning, which Michael 
Balbus had banifh’d, They readily complied, 
and foon after Methodius, Patriarch of Coz- 
ftantinople, gave them holy Orders, Some 
pretend they embraced the monaftick Life, and 
followed the Rule of S. Bafil; but Stredowski 
‘proves the contrary, 1. Becaufe Gaudericus Ve- 
liternus, who was Contemporary with them, 
and wrote the Hiftory of the Tranflation of 
S. Clement by Conjftantine, feems entirely igno- 
rant of it. 2. Becaufe none of thofe that at- 
tended them in their Miffion, Kaich. Slavimir, 
Fob. de Venetus, &c. were Monks; 3. Becaufe 
they dedicated the Churches they built in Sela- 
vonia to the Apoftles, Peter, Paul, &c. and: 
not to any Saint of their Order. The Sc/avo- 
nian Manufcript Stepennaja Kniga relates, that 
many Years afterwards, Con/tantine, who took 
the name of Cyrillus, enter’d into a Monatftery, 
but faith not a word of Methodius. While they 
were at Conftantinople, it happen’d in the Year 
$43, that a Prince of the Gazars, intreated by 
Am- 
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Ambaffadors, the Emprefs Theodora to fend 
fome learned and pious Men to inftruct his Sub- 
jects in the Chriftian Religion. Theodora having 
confulted the Patriarch Methodius, appointed 
Conftantine for that Miffion, who immediately 
fet out from Conflantinople, being attended by 
his Brother Methedius: Stredowski pretends they 
seforted firft to Cherfon, a Greek Colony, upon 
the Borders of Sclavonia, to learn the Sclavo- 
nian Language; and he relates a long Story, 
how Conftantine difcover’d by divine Infpiration 
the Place where S. Clement, Difciple of S. Pe- 
ter, and his Succeffor in the See of Rome was 
caft into the Sea, and how at his Prayers the 
Sea retired three Miles, and he found in a Cheft 
of Stone the Body of that Martyr, which he 
carried afterwards with him in all his Travels. 
This Fable needs no Confutation, and it is 
more probable Con/tantine and his Brother un- 
derftood the Sclavonian Language before they 
went upon their Miffion. There were many 
Sclavonians at Conftantinople and in Greece, who 
could inicruct-them. Theodora in all probabi- 
lity took care to fend among the Sclavonians 
Miffionarics, who were acquainted with their 
Language; befides, their ftay at Cherfon, ac- 
cording to Stredowski himfelf, was fo fhort, that 
it would have been impoffible for them to learn 
in that time fo perfectly one of the moft difficult 
Languages, as to be able to preach, to write, 
and to tranflate the Bible, and many other 
Books into it. After having preached among 
the Gazars with great Succefs, and converted | 
to the Chriftian Religion, Boger, King of Bul- c% 
garia, by fhewing him a Pi@ure: of the latt 

Judgment, they “returned to Conjftantinople, 

soon after the Emperor of Conftantinople, at 

the 
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the Defire of Suentipulcus and Radiflaus, two 
Sclavonian Princes, fent them into Moravia; 
being arrived at Welegrad, (now called Belgrad) 
the Capital of that Kingdom, they were re- 
ceived by all the Inhabitants with great Joy: 
Radifiaus and Suentipulcus were baptized by 
them, and in the fpace of four Years and a 
half they converted to the Chriftian Religion 
all that Country. They went from thence into 
the other Countries of the Sclavonians, and con- 
verted in the Year 861, and 863, Sarmatia or 
Poland. The Fame of their uncommon Suc- 
cefs having reach’d the ears of Pope Nicholas, 
he invited them to come to Rome ; they arrived 
there after his Death, and were received by 
Hadrian the fecond, his Succeflor, with great 
Demontftrations of Joy 3 he confecrated Conftan- 
tine Archbifhop, Methodius Bifhop, and their 
Fellow-travellers Priefts and Deacons, They 
obtained from him leave to perform divine Ser- 
vice in the Sclavonian Language, not becaufe a 
Voice was heard from Heaven, faying, All ye 
Spirits praife the Lord, and let all Tongues mag- 
nify bim, as Aineas Sylvius, Megiferus and Baron 
Walwafor relate; nor becaufe Conftantine open- 
ing the Pfalter, read thefe Words, and drew 
from them this Inference, that divine Service 
ought to be performed in all Languages; but 
becaufe the Pope was under an Apprehenfion, 
that if he fhould obftinately refufe it, they would 
put the new-converted Sclavonian Churches un; 
der theProteétion of the Patriarch of Conftantino- 
ple. Conftantine refign’d his Bifhoprick five Years 
after, enter’d into a Monaftery, and appointed 
Methodius, his Brother, his Succeffor. The 
Manufcript Stepennaja Kniga fees to infinuate, 
that Conjtantine had never been confecrated 
Bithop, 
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Bifhop, but Diocleas in his Hiftory of the King- 
dom of Sclavonia, faith exprefsly, he ordained 
Priefts: Methodius continued preaching, ordain- 
ing, and performing all Epifcopal Functions ; 
but having introduced the ufe of the Sclavonian 
Tongue in divine Service, not only in Bulgaria, 
Moravia, and Poland, but alfo, as Aventin af- 
firms, in Dalmatia, Pannonia, Noricum, and 
Vindelicia, Adelvin, Archbifhop of Salzburg, 
Richoualda a Prieft, and fome others, by their 
Artifices and continual Clamours, incenfed not 
only the common People, but particularly the 
Magiftrates and Princes againft him, fo that he 
was'forced to retire out of Bavaria, and to put 
himfelf under the Protection of Suetebog, King 
of Moravia; Adelvin not contented to have 
driven him out of Bavariz, brought an Accufa- 
tion againft him before the Courtof Rome; and 
Pope Fobn, in a J.etter, dated the x11 Indic- 
tion, inthe Year 879, forbid him to make ufe 
any longer of the Sclavomien Language in di- 
vine Service, and fummon*t him to appear be- 
fore him at Rome. Methodius obeyed, went to 
Rome, and detended himfelf fo well, that the 
Pope fent him back,and recommended him by a 
Letter written in the Year 880, to Suentopulcus, 
King of Moravia, After Suentopuicus’s Death, 
his Son and Succeflor Suwentopuleus junior, per- 
fecuted Methodius, who thereupon excommu- 
nicated him, and fled to Rome; he was in hopes 
to fee there his Brother Con/lantine, and to per- 
fuade him to return into Sclavonia, but Conjtan- 
tine died before he arrived at Rome, and had 
taken the name of Cyrillus forty Days before 
he refign’d his Soul; becaufe, as Stredowski re- 
lates, S. Cyrillus, Patriarch of Alexandria, ap- 
peared to him when he was praying, told him 
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he would be delivered out of the Prifon of this 
miferable Life, and receive the Reward of an 
everlafting Happinefs within forty Days, and 
ordered him to change his name into that of 
Cyrillus: the Day of his Death is not known. 
In the Ruffian Almanack, we find over-againft 
the 14th of February, the Pictures of Abbot 
Auxentius, Bifhop Cyrillus, and the Monk 
Eulogius. Papebroch infers from thence, that 
Cyrillus either died that Day, or at leaft that 
his Body was then tranflated from Rome into 
Moravia. After fome ftay at Rome, Methodius 
was recalled by Suentopulcus, he reaffumed his 
paftoral Fundtions, inftructed, and baptized 
Borzivejus, King of Bobemia, and Queen Ludo- 
milla, who were come to pay a Vifit to the 
Moravian King. Suentopulcus continued never- 
thelefs to lead a vicious Life, and to perfecute 
the Clergy ; having been out one day a Hunt- 
ing, he fent word to Methodius not to begin 
divine Service till after his Return ; but Metho- 
dius confidering it was againft the Canons to 
fay Mafs after noon-time, began a little before 
noon: Suentopulcus returned from his Hunting- 
match at the End of the Mafs, enter’d into the 
Church with his Horfes and Hounds, and was 
going to kill Methodius in his Paffion, had he 
not been prevented by his Courtiers ; he banifh’d 
him afterwards, and Methodius retired to Rome, 
where he died in the Year go1; he was buried, 
according to Aventin, at Olmuz, the Capital of 
Moravia, and Papebroch relates that the Body 
of his Brother Cyri//us was carried thither alfo: 
but Angelus de Roccha in his Bibliotheca Vaticana 
tells us, they were both buried in St. Clement's 
Chufch at Rome, where their Relicks were 
found under an Altar of an old Chappel, and 
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that Pope Sixtus the fixth transferred them into 
the Church of St. Hieronymus, which he had 
caufed to be built: As we have not till now a 
complete Hiftory of Cyrillus and Methodius in 
any Dictionary extant, we extracted this for the | 
ufe of our Readers, not only out of Koblius, 
but alfo of Aventinus, Aineas Sylvius, Cromerus, 
Dubravius, Lucius, Fobannes Herbinius, Baron 
Walwafor, Erafinus Francifci, Papebroch, and 
an ancient Manufcript which we had the liberty 
to perufe in the Library of Blaewburen, a fa- 
mous Monaftery in Germany. 

In the third Chapter, Mr. Koblius, after ha- 
ving obferved that Cyrillus and Methodius tran{- 
lated the Old Teftament of the Sclavonian 
Bible from the Greek Verfion of the feventy In- 
terpreters, and the New Teftament from the 
Greek Original, and not as fome pretend from 
the Latin Verfion of Hieronymus, gives us the 
following Lift of the different Editions of the 
Sclavonian Bible. 

1. THe Holy Bible tranflated by Primus 
Truberus, and M. Georg. Dalmatinus, and prin- 
ted at Wirtemberg, in the Year 1584 in Folio 
Mr. Koblius relates, that Fobn Ungnad, a Baron 
of the Family of Weiffenfel/wolf, and Gover- 
nour of Carniol, in order to favour and pro- 
mote the Reformation, confulted with Primus 
Truberus, avery learned Divine, Antonius Dal- 
mata a Prieft, and Stepbanus Con/ul, and re- 
folved to have the Bible tranflated by them, for 
the ufe of the Inhabitants of Carniol, Styria and 
Carinthia, into their own Language; that 
Maximilian, King of Bobemia, the Electors of 
Saxony and Brandeburg, the Elector Palatine, 
the Landgrave of Hefia, and the Duke of Wir- 
temberg having contributed a Sum of o- * 
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the faid Baron erected a Printing-houfe in the 
Dutchy of Wirtemberg, furnith’d with Latin, 
Cyrillian and Glagolitick Characters or Letters ; 
that Truberus publifh’d at Tubingen in the Year 
1562, two Volumes of the New Teftament, to 
which Dalmatinus added fome time after the 
five Books of Mojfes, the Proverbs of Solomon, 
and the Ecclefiaftes; and that at laft the whole 
Tranflation of the Bible being finifh’d, it was 
printed at Wittemberg. This Account being 
very defective, we thought proper to give a 
true Hiftory of this Sclavonian Verfion of the 
Bible by Truberus and Dalmatinus, which will 
give us fome infight into the State of the Re- 
formation in the Aufrian Countries in thofe 
times. Primus Truberus, a Canon of Laybach, 
embraced in the Year 1531, the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, and tranflated Luther’s Homilies for the 
ufe of his Countrymen. Vergerius having heard 
of it, preffed him to tranflate the Bible, or at 
leaft the New Teftament ; but foon after being 
fallen out with him, for fome reafons unknown, 
he charged him with having made many Blun- 
ders, and being entirely unqualified for fo great 
a Work. Some of the Clergy, and the Magi- 
{trates of Carniol took upon them the Defence 
of Truberus, fent Letters to Baron Ungnaden, 
who having left his Country for the fake of the 
Proteftant Religion, was retired to Aurach, in 
the Dutchy of Wirtemberg, and defired him to 
procure for Truberus, from the Duke of Wir- 
temberg a Living near a Printing-houfe, and 
thereby to enable him to go on with fo ufetul a 
Work. Baron Ungnad obtained for Truberus the 
Parith of Aurach, where he iettied and finifh’d, 
with the affiftance of 4. Dalimata, and Stepha- 
nus Conful, the Tranflation of the four Gofpeis 

and 
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and the Aés; they were printed at Tubingen, in 
the Year 1562, in the Carniolian Language, 
and Glagolitick Letters. Truberus dedicated this 
Work to Maximilian, King of Bohemia, and 
fent Copies of it to all the Proteftant Princes ; 
the Year following he publifh’d the Epiftles and 
the Revelation, in the fame Language and Let- 
ter. Yruberus having been preferred to the 
Living of Dereindingen, he gave in the Year 
1582, a fecond Edition of his New Teftament 
in a Latin Charaéter, and acquainted in the 
Preface, Lewis, Duke of Wirtemberg, that a 
Tranflation of the whole Bible carefully review- 
ed and corrected by the Styrian and Carinthian 
Divines, would foon be printed. M. Georgius 
Dalmatinus in the mean time finifh’d theTranf- 
lation of all the Books of the Old Teftament, 
except the Pfalms, which were already tranf- 
lated. The States of Carniol thereupon agreed 
with Hans Mannel, Printer at Laybach, who, 
in the Year 1578, publifh’d in Folio, the five 
Books of Mofes; but Charles, Arch-duke of 
Auftria fent in the Year 1580, an Inhibition to 
Mannel, forbidding him under great Penalties 
to go on with printing the Bible. The States of 
Carniol therefore refolved to have it printed in 
Germany, and Dalmatinus, attended by Adam 
Boborizh, Reétor of the School at Laybach, re- 
forted to Wittemberg, and contracted with Seel- 
fife, a Printer, who began the Printing of the 
Sclavonian Bible in the Year 1583, finifh’d it the 
firft of Zanuary following, and fent the Copies at 
his own Coft to Leip/ig, from whence the States 
had them carried to Laybach: Dalmatinus and 
Boborizbh went to Drefden, to thank the Eleétor 
of Saxony for his Protection, and prefented him 
with fix Copies neatly bound, which he gra- 
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cioufly accepted, and fent a civil Letter of 
Thanks to the States of Carziol; there being no 
other Tranflation of the Bible than this in the 
Language of Carinthia and Carniol, the Roman 
Catholick Priefts of thofe Countries make ftill 
at prefent ufe of it. 2. Elias Hutterus’s Poly- 
glotta, printed in the Year 1599, at Nuremberg, 
in the Hebrew, Chaldaick, Greek, Latin, Ger- 
man, and Sclavonian Tongues. 3. The Vanda 
lian Bible tranflated by the Order of Frederick- 
William, Elector of Brandeburg. 4. The 
Pruffian Bible never yet printed. 5, The Bible 
printed at Amfferdam, in Folio, in the Year 
1722, by order of the Emperor Peter the Firff, 
in two Columns, the firft Column in the Dutch 
Language, the fecond was to be fill’d up at 
Petersburg, in the Ruffian Tongue; but the 
Death of the Emperor put a ftop to this Work, 
6. A fall Edition of the Sclavonian Bible in 
Oétavo, of which Koblius faw a Copy in the 
Library of Profeffor Grojcius, at Petersburg. 
Our Author gives us, after this, a fhort Ac- 
eount of fome Manufcripts of the Sclavonian 
Bible, and he quotes particularly four; one 
upon Vellum, in the Library of Nicolaus Hein- 
fius; one in the Monattery of S. Michael upon 
the Maes in Lorrain, in Folio; one in Biblio~ 
theca Sequeriana; and one in the Library of the 
Archbifhop of Canterbury, at Lambeth: he 
makes fome Obfervations upon the feveral Edi- 
tions of the New Teftament in the Sclavoniang 
Tongue; and tells us, that befides thofe men- 
tioned by Le Long, in his Bibliotheca Sacra, he 
faw three different and very curious Editions ; 
the firft in the Library of Yob. Chri. Wolffius, 
printed in the Year 1630, in a Monaftery at 
No. XXIII. 1733. Ll Kiow, 
Vou. IV. 
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Kiow, in which, at the Beginning of the Gofpel 
of S. Matthew, is a Pi€ture of the Crofs, that 
appear’d to Conftantine the Great, with this 
Word, via; and at the End of the Book, an 
Aldmanack, with the Leffons, Gofpels and Epi- 
ftles forall the Year. The fecond, printed by 
the Order of theCzar, Peter Alexiowitz,at Mofcow, 
in the Year 1702, with feveral Cuts. What. is 
remarkable in this Edition, is, that the Book 
of Revelations is put after the Almanack, an- 
nexed to the Book. The third printed at Wofcow, 
in Quarto, inthe Year 1725. Mr. Koblius con- 
cludes with the Book of P/alms, publifh’d at. 
Mofcow, in the Year 1726, by Order of the. 
Jace Emprefs Catharine; and he faith, that 
after the Title-Page, S. Abana/ius’s. Creed is 
put; and at the End of the Book, feveral 
Hymns for Feaft-days, Inftructions how to fing 

Pfalms, and Prayers for the Sick and Dead. 
Havine abfireted what is moft material 
in our Author, we hope it will be acceptable 
to our Readers to have fome Remarks upon 
the prefent State of Learning and Religion in 
Mufcovy. The Refiens are generally look’d 
upon as a ftupid and ignorant People, but 
Mr. Koblius affures they have a great Tafte 
for Learning, and that he hardly enter’d into 
any Tavern at Petersburg, without finding 
there the Bible, and fome Books of S, Cbry- 
fiftom, Ephrem Syrus, &c. A great Num- 
ber among them get their livelihood by copy- 
ing printed Books, as well as Manufcripts, 
particularly thofe that relate to the Hiftory 
of their Country; they write a very good 
Character, but make ufe of many Abbrevia- 
tions, which makes the reading of them diffi- 
cult and ambiguous. Their Libraries are very 
well 
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well ftock’d with Books, and they have at 
Mofcow, as well as at Petersburg, a great many 
of them. Schiada publifh’d a Catalogue of 
the Greek Books that are in the Emperor’s 
Library at Petersburg, and F. D. Schumacher, 
the prefent Library-Keeper, fhew’d one, made 
by himfelf to our Author 3 he obferved there 
were a great many of the Fathers, as Chry- 
foftom, Bafil, Ifaacus Syrus, Fobannes Clima- 
cus, tranflated out of the Greek, into the Scla- 
vonian Language; and among the Moderns, 
the two firft Volumes of Baronius’s Ecclefiatti- 
cal Hiftory, Puffendorf de Officio Hominis & 
Civis, and many others, tranflated out of the 
Latin, Italian, or German Tongues. There are 
alfo feveral Books in the Modern Ruffian Lan- 
guage ; and among others, Demetrius Cantimir’s 
Syftem of the Mahometaz Religion. They 
have feveral Printing-houfes; Iwan Ba/filowiz 
erected one at Mofcow, in the Year of the 
World, 7061, after Chrift 1622; the firft 
Printers there, were Iwan Hoderfon and Peter 
Timiofiofffon. When the Polanders made them- 
felves Mafters of the City of Mo/cow, they de- 
{troyed moft of the publick Edifices, and par- 
ticularly their Printing-houfe, but Michael Fe- 
derowitz a hundred Years afterwards reftored 
them, Among their learned Men, our Author 
mentions particularly Theophilus Procopowitz 
Archbifhop of Novogrod, Bifhop <Athana/ius 
Condoidi, and Count Bruce, Mafter of the Ord- 
nance, who is defcended from an Enxglifh or 
Scotch Family. 

As to the State of the Ruffian Church, 
Mr. Koblius obferves, that formerly the Govern- 
ment of it was entirely in the hands of the Pa- 
triarch of Mofcow; but at prefent an Eccle- 

Ll fiattical 
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fiaftical Court, otherwife called the holy Synod, 


which is compofed of an Archbifhop, four 
Bifhops, and feveral Archimandrites, decides 
all ecclefiaftical and matrimonial Affairs, They 
have a great many Churches, and in all of 
them Altars and Reading: Desks, but no Pul- 
pits, preaching being not in ufe among them. 
The late Emperor Peter had Pulpits ereéted 
at Petersburg in three Churches, that of S$. Pe- 
ter, of S. Paul, and of the Holy Trinity , and 
he often reforted to this laft, attended by his 
Courtiers, to hear the Metropolitan Theophanes 
preach, feveral of whofe Sermons he ordered 
to be printed. The Rufians agree perfedtly 
with the Proteftants about the Neceffity and 
Uiefulnefs of Reading the Scriptures. Olearius 
and Heineccius pretend they rej the Old Te- 
ftament, as a Book containing many obfcene 
Hiftories: but Kshlivs refates that Charge; he 
faith, they all in genera) have a great refpceéct 
for the Bible, and read it very frequently ; to 
mark the Places where they leave off Reading, 
they make ufe of confecrated Wax-tapers, 
which burn upon their Altars, or before the 
Images of their Saints, and of which they get 
fmall Pieces in order to mark with a melted 
Drop of it the Pages in their Bibles. They 
put the Manufcript of the four Gofpels neatly 
bound, and cover’d with a fine Silk-Cloth, upon 
the Altar, and never touch it before they have 
made the Sign of the Crofs: the As, and the 
Epiftles are kept upon the Reading-Desks ; 
their refpeét for ‘the Gofpels is fo great, that 
when an Emperor is crown’d, thofe that do 
him Homage, are us’d to kifs the Gofpel ac- 
cording to s, Foln, They divide the Book of 
Pfal lms into twe! ity wJicuelas or Seffions, fo 


called, 
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called, becaufe they are permitted to fit down 
when they read them, each Sue is fubdivi- 
ded into three sazus or ftandings; for at the 
End of every seas, they ftand up, and fay 
with a loud Voice, Glory be to the Father, and 
to the Son, &c. Koblius affures, they are con- 
tinually reading the P/a/ms, as well in their 
Churches, as in their Houfes. We'll add only 
this Remark, that divine Service is performed 
among them in the old Sciavonian Language, 
which few of the People underftand. 

In the fecond part of this Book, Mr. Koblius 
gives us an Account of the Works of Ephrem 
Syrus, and the fevera]l Tranflations of them into 
the Sclavonian, Greek, Latin, Arabick, Atthi- 
opian, French and German Languages; he tells 
us, that Pope Clement XI. fent in the Year 
1715, Fofeph Simovius Affemanius, a learned 
Maronite, into Afia and Lgypt, to buy up an- 
cient Manufcripts; that A/femanius vifited all 
the Monafteries at Alexandria, Canopus, Grand 
Cairo, and in the Delarts of Nisria; boughta 
great many Manufcripts, and particularly the 
Works of Ephrem Syrus, and returned after- 
wards to Rome; he put all the oriental Manu- 
feripts of the Vatican Library in order, and 
publifh’d a Catalogue of them in four Volumes 
in Folio; the firit Volume contains the Syrian 
Manulcripts; the fecond, the Arabick; the 
third, the Coptick and ihiopian; and the 
fourth the Furki/fh and Perfian Authors. The 
firft of thefe Volumes was printed at Rome, in 
the Year 1719, and dedicated to Pope Clement: 
Mr. Koblius extracts out of it fome Paffages, 
relating to the Life and Works of Ephrem Sy- 
rus; he gives afterwards a Lift of the different 
Tranflations of this Father’s Works, and fome 
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Abftraéts of a Sermon preached by. him, As 
there are but few or no material things in this 
fecond part of Koblius’s Book, we don’t think 
proper to trouble our Readers with an Account 
of it. 


ARTICLE XxXV, 


A Second Abftraé of Mr. Foster’s Ser- 
mons on various Subjects. (See the 
jirft in Num. XXIL. Art. 19. p, 337-) 


N the feventh Sermon, Mr. Foffer treats of 
Myfteries, upon Deut. xxix. 29. The fecret 
Lbings belong unto the Lord our Gods; but thofe 
Things which are reveal’d belong unto us, and $o 
our Children for ever, that we may do all the 
Words of this Law. Waving fhewn the Con- 
nexion of thefe Words with the foregoing, he 
draws from them five general Obfervations, 
which are the Subject of his Difcourfe. 

Anp, firft, that ’tisa vain and foolif Curi- 
ofity to enquire into Things that we can’t com- 
prehend, and with refpect to which we have 
no Light to direét us, either from Reafon or 
Revelation. Of this kind are the fecret Coun- 
fels and Decrees of God, and future Events, in 
which we have no manner of Concern. Such 
is the Narrownefs and Limitation of our prefent 
Faculues, that we are ignorant of the Ends and 
Ufes of innumerable ‘Things in the Conftitu- 
tion of Nature; and particular Events in the 
Conduct of Providence confound and puzzle us, 
becaufe we have but very loofe and imperfect 
Conceptions of its whole Defign. Therefore it 
is a _moft unaccountable Folly to enquire into 
thofe Things, and to pretend to judge of them, 
to 
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to argue where we have no Principles to pro- 
ceed upon, and to repine at not being Omni- 
fcient, or able to comprehend all the Defigns 
of an infinite Mind. Such a Temper naturally 
leads to Scepticifm and Cavilling, and diverts 
the Mind from a purfuit of folid Wifdom, to 
amufing and ufelefs Speculations. Hence it is, 
that our Bleffed Saviour difcourag’d and re- 
prefs’d upon all Occafions this idle and trifling 
Curiofity, as may be feen Luke vill, 23, 24 
and elfewhere. 

The fecond Obfervation from the Text, is, 
that there are properly fpeaking no My/teries in 
Religion. The Secret, i. e. the myfterious 
Things belong unto the Lord our God; and only 
Things revealed, Things that are plain and in- 
telligible, Delong to us. ** A Myflery, fays 
“© Mr. Fofer, in the Scripture Senfe of it, is a 
*¢ thing that natural Reafon could not difco- 
** ver, and confequently, which muft have 
‘¢ been unknown, if God had not reveal’d it. 
‘¢ And of this kind, I own, there are feveral 
‘¢ Doétrines in the Chriftian Religion; before 
‘¢ the Revelation was given, they were Mytte- 
“¢ ries, but ceafe to be Myfteries now they are 
<¢ reveal’d.” This he proves by fome Places 
in the Scripture *, where My/leries are faid to be 
revealed, fhewn, and known, which would be 
impoffible if they were ftill My/feries, and by 
the Confideration of the Things themfelves. 
For what can be more clear, for inftance, than 
the two Myfteries St. Paul {peaks of, viz. 
preaching the Gofpel to the Gentiles, and this 
Propofition, We frall not all f] ep, or die, but we 
Joall all, i. e. thofe who are found alive at the 


coming of Chrift, be changed? They could not 
1 4 have 


* See Mark iv. 2, Rom, xvi.25. 1Corxv, ft. 
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have been known, if they had not been revealed, 
and confequen tly, before that time, were pro- 
per Myfteries; but in themfelves are plain 
Truths adapted to all Underftandings, and 
have not the leatt ob/curity or irtricacy in ae, 
From this Account it is plain, that we have 
nothing at all todo with Mvfzries, i, e. Things 
which Reafon cannot difcover, and which are 
not revealed; they are in the Language of the 
Text, jecret Things tbat belong to Ged, and to 
God only. We ought not, neither can we be- 
lieve or practife any fuch Thing. ‘* To be 
** lieve Doétrines, fays the Author, that are 
«¢ fill myfterious, is to believe without /:icas, 
** ‘to believe what we know nothing of ; out 
s¢ this, in the nature of the Thing, is impof- 
*¢ fible. Nor can greater difhonour be done 
© to the infinite Wifdom of God, than by fup- 
** pofing that he has made it a part of our 
religious Obligations only to believe in ge- 
neral, that there is fome Truth difguifed un- 
der unintelligible Terms, of which we have no 
“© Ideas. For this is making no Revelaticn at 
«* all, but leaving Things in abfolute Darkne/s. 
—— And if we examine the Doctrines of the 
Chriftian Religion, we fhall find in faét, 
that they are plain a and aly Truths, and 
that, as we cannot in Reafon, we are not ob- 
liged by Rev.lation, to carry our Faith one 
se jot beyond our Under ftandine. —-~If you 
** fay, that you cannot account for the manner 
*¢ of God’s creating the World, or for the 
** manner in which he exifts every-where; of 
*¢ the general Refurrection, and thelike; I an- 
** {wer, it isno part of your Religion to ac- 


** count for it. Where the Myftery begins, 
#* Religion ends,” 
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Mr. Fofter obferves afterwards, how furpri- 
fing it is, that Mankind, in all Ages, have been 
fo fond of Mijteries. It is, indeed, natural 
enough, that the Crafty and Defigning, who 
make a gain of the credulity of the Multitude, 
fhould ufe all their art and intereft to propa. 
gate them; but why fhould the more honef 
and difinterefted part of the People plead fo 
zealoufly for them? Whence comes it to pafs, 
that when they chufe to fee their way plain 
before them in all other Cafes, they fhould 
affect to be without Light in matters of Reli- 
gion? Religion is of valtly greater Importance 
than the common Affairs of Life, and this they 
readily acknowledge ; and yet they feem to like 
it the better, the /e/s they underftand it. Such 
a Conduét is very unaccountable, becaufe there 
can, one would think, be no motive to it, 
Myjfteries yield neither Pleafure, nor Profit, 
fince we don’t underftand them ; or, in other 
Words, they are really nothing at all to us. 

But what is ftill more furprifing, is to fee 
Myfteries propagated with much zeal, and im- 
pofed on Confcience, when for the fake of 
what is allowed on all hands to be incompre- 
henjible, the plain and indi/penfable Obligations 
of Juftice and Charity are miferably infringed 
and trampled upon: and of this the Hiftory 
of the Chriftian Church, in almoft every Age, 
affords many flagrant Examples. It is then the 
Duty of every good Chriftian, but more efpe- 
cially of the Minifters of the Gofpel, to oppofe 
an error which makes Religion contemptible, 
and ftrikes at the foundation of Chriftianicy, 
and indeed of all good Morals. And this cannot 
be fo effectually done, as by fhewing, that 
there are mo Myjteries in Religion, and that what 


we 
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we do not underftand, is in fact ufelefs to us, 
and confequently does not deferve our zeal, 
The Author only adds, that there is a great 
Difference between a My/fery, and a direct .4)- 
furdity and Contradiétion; fach as Tranfub/tan- 
tiation, and other Doétrines which have been 
fcreen’d under that more venerable name: for 
Myfteries are only Things that we know no- 
thing at all of ; the other, Things that we cer- 
tainly know to be falfe: the former we only 
do not underftand, the latter we plainly fee can- 
nog be underftood. 

Tue third Obfervation from the Text, is, 
that the great End of Revelation is Praéice, 
the Practice of folid and fubftantial Virtue. 
Thofe Things which are revealed, fays Mofes, 
belong to us and to our Children for ever, that 
we may do all the Words of this Law. That 
this is really the Cafe, muft be allowed by all 
who have examined the Gofpel with any care, 
and will be feen the more clearly, the more 
thoroughly it isunderftood, The greateft part 
of Chriftianity is only aReinforcement of the Re- 
lizion of Nature, confifting of moral Precepts, 
which were doubtlefs intended to be the Rule 
of our Actions, and ftrengthening the Argu- 
ments for a virtuous Life which Reafon fug- 
gefts. And if we confider its peculiar Doétrines, 
we fhall find that they are all calculated, wifely 
calculated to ferve the fame moft excellent 
Defign. 

Tue fourth Obfervation, is, that no Doc- 
trines, which in the leaft encourage Immorality, 
can be Parts of a divine Revelation: But this 
is fo exceeding clear, that there’s no need:to 
enlarge on it. And therefore the Author pro- 
ceeds, in the laft place, to fhew, that if the 
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great End of Revelation be to promote a gaod 
Life, it is an undeniable confequence, that the 
Importance of the feveral Doétrines of it muft 
be judged of by this rule, viz. their tendency 
to eftablifh Purity and Virtue. ‘* And, fays 
«he, letany Man ask himfelf ferioufly, what 


6 
« 


thofe Doétrines are; whether they are not 
thofe plain Principles in which all good Chri- 
*¢ ftians are agreed, and whether the moft cele- 
*6 brated Controverfies, which have produced fo 
‘© much Confufion and Violence in the Chriftian 
‘© World, have not been about fuch Things, 
** as have very Jittle, if any Connection with 
«© Practical Religion? Let him ask himfelf of 
s¢ what ufe are Difputes about Per/onalities, 
‘© Subfiftences, the bypoftatical Union, and other 
“s famous Points, which diftraéts the Minds of 
*© the Vulgar, and which the Learned them- 
felves can’t tell how toexplain. The Scrip- 
ture has none of thefe dark Phrafes, but is a 
plain intelligible Rule. Let us therefore ftudy 
s* that more, and /cholaftic Explications of it le/s, 
*¢ which have in many Places darkened the 
«* Text, and made Difficulties where they found 
*¢ none. And let us value our Brethren, not 
“¢ for bemg, of the fame fide with us in matter 
© of doubtful Opinion, and the Subtilties of con- 
** troverfial Divinity, but for their Piety, Fuftice, 
*s and Charity, &c.” 
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Tue eighth Sermon is entitled, gur’s 
Prayer ; or the middle Condition of Life, gene- 
rally, the moft eligible: upon Prov. xx. 8, 9. 
Give me neither Poverty nor Riches, feed me with 
Food convenient for me: left I be full and deny 
thee, and fay, who is the Lord? or left I be poor 
and fleal, and take the Name of my God in vain, 
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Mr, Fojter firft explains and illuftrates what 
Agur {ays concerning the Danger of a ftate of 
great Riches and Superfluity on one hand, and 
of Want and Poverty on the other, He fhews 
at large, that Riches and Plenty are a great 
Temptation to, and generally attended with 
irreligion and propbanene/s, a difregard and con- 
tempt of Providence, pride and ambition, impe- 
rioufnefs and tyranny; which is exprefs’d thus in 
the Text, let Ibe full, and deny thee, and fay, 
who is the Lord? As to Poverty, the Vices to 
which it is here reprefented, as having peculiar 
Temptations, are Zhc/t, and Perjury, left I 
freal, and take the Name of my God in vain, 
And this, as the Author obferves, is owing to 
the want of a good Education, of a regular Em- 
ployment, which produces Idlenefs, the Parent 
of all Vices, and of a fenfe of Shame and regard 
to Reputation, which is one of the fureft guards 
of Virtue and Integrity, 

Turis being the Cafe, it plainly follows, that 
the middle Condition is in general, and except to 
fome rare and peculiar Tempers, the moft con- 
venient and eligible. But here Mr. Fo/ter very 
wifely obferves, that, notwithitanding what has 
been faid, we muft not imagine that Riches and 
Poverty are of themfelves bad and pernicious ; 
they are both capable of being improv’d to the 
moft ufeful Purpofes, as it appears by the na- 
ture of Things and Experience, &e, 


Iw the ninth Sermon, the Author treats of 
the Mifchiefs of flavifh Complaifance and Cow- 
ardice, upon Prov. xxix. 25. The Fear of Man 
. bringeth a Snare. He fhews, I. What we muft 
underftand by ¢be Fear of Man, M1. In what 
Senfe it bringeth a Snare. And HI. he offers 
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fome Remedies againft it. The Fear of Man he 
takes in its largeft fenfe, not only as implying 
the Fear of thofe pofitive Evils and Punith- 
ments, which the Power and Vengeance of Man 
can infli& ; but a Reverence of human Autho- 
rity and Cuftoms, and a dread of the Cenfures 
and Reproaches of our Fellow-Creatures. This 
Fear, which in itfelf is zatural, and confe- 
quently /aw/ul, and even, in fome Cafes, vir- 
tuous and commendable, becomes criminal, when 
*tis the ruling and predominant Principle in our 
Minds ; becaufe then it fuppofes, that we look 
upon the Approbation, and Favour of Men, as 
our fupreme Good, and upon the Frowns, Re- 
proaches, and Terrors of this World, as the 
greateft Evil that can befall us. And from this 
it will eafily appear, in what fenfe it bringeth a 
Snare. For not to infift on many little mean 
Compliances, and fmaller Inconveniences, to 


which it expofes Men; it throws Temptations . 


in their way, which are likely to prevail fo far, 
as to deftroy all Improvements in true Wifdom 
and Virtue. 


‘s Ler us fuppofe, fays Mr. Foffer, a Man, . 


* 


. 


under the Influence of this flavifh Principle, 
engaged in Searches after Truth; what pro- 
ficiency is it poffible for him to make? If 
he has an extravagant Veneration for human 
Authority; nothing muft be receiv’d but 
what has that Stamp upon it. If he aims-at 
being popular, and dreads Iil-will and Cen- 
fure, no Truths can be admitted but fuch as 
are fa/hionable, and have the current Cha- 
racter and Reputation of Orthodoxy. The 
odious Names of Infidel and Heretick will 

frighten him from proceeding in his Enqui- 
** ries, and calling in queftion the common 
“© Stanaard, 
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‘< Standard. Or if he is awed by the Vengeance 
“* of civil Power, and the Zerrors of this 
«¢ World, this muft raife an unconquerable A- 
<¢ verfion in his Mind againft all Truths that 
«¢ may expofe him to danger and /iffering.” 
Tuis Principle will infallibly prevail with 
fuch a Man, in times of Difficulty and Perfe- 
Ccution, either to conceal or deny the Truth. 
°Tis‘as great an Abfurdity to expect, that one 
who is difpirited by worldly Fears fhould be a 
Confeffor aid Martyr for true Religion, as that 
a Coward fhiould be brave and valiant. But 
this is not the worft Effect of it; for it leads 
Men even to revile and banter the Truth, if it 
is fa/bionable amiongft thofe they frequent, or of 
whont they expect fome Favour. Whence, 
elfe, do many of the profane’ Scoffs, that are 
thrown out againft Religion, proceed, but from 
this Source? Finally, the flavifh Fear of Man 
will have the fame malignant Influence upon 
our Morals, as upon our Faith, For when it 
is rifen to fuch a height, as to overrule the 
Dictates of natural Confcience, and entirely to 
deftroy the Strength and Conftancy of our 
Minds, we are an eafy Prey to every Tempta- 
tion, arid lie open to the moft defperate and 
abandon’d Wickednefs. A Man, under fuch 
Influence, will give himfelf up to all the Extra- 
vagancies of the Age, and fall in with the 
common Degeneracy, only to avoid the Charge 
of Singalarity, and the Odium that attends it. 
And to fecure the Approbation and Favour of 
Perfons in Authority, he will be their Compa- 
nion in Luxury and Vice, lye and diffemble, . 
flatter their Vanity, and be the Inftrument of 
their Ambition, Covetoufnefs, and unlawful 
Pleafure:, ' 
‘Bur 
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But it may be faid, there is ftill this Ad- 
vantage, that when Authority, Power, and 
Intereft are on the fide of true Religion and 


Virtue, this Principle will as effectually excite 


to a love and reverence of the/e, as it will in 
contrary Circumftances, to immorality and 
wickednefs. ‘To which the Author anfwers, 
1, That this defirable ftate of Things is likely 
to happen but feldom, the generality of the 
World being too frequently in the wrong, 
with refpect both to their Opinions and Praéices. 
2, Suppofe it fhould happen, Men would en- 
tirely lofe the Merit of their Zeal for Truth 
and Virtue ; becaufe nothing can render it pro- 
perly laudable, but it being the Effect of our 
free Choice, and of our Love and Reverence to 
God. 

In the third and laft place, Mr. Fofter of- 
fers fome Remedies againft fuch a flavifh. Prin- 
ciple; and firft, to maintain and improve in 
our Minds a ftrong fenfe of the neceflary Dif- 
ference between Good and Evil. For if we 
are firmly convinc’d that there is a fixed and 
eternal Law for the Conduct of all rational 
Beings in the Nature of Things, which cannot 
be alter’d by Cuflom and Opinion, nor by any 
Authority whatfoever, no not by that of God 
himfelf; we fhall not eafily be perfuaded ta 
violate the Rules of our Duty upon any exter- 
nal Confideration. 2d/y, Let us preferve in 
ourfelves a becoming Senfe of the Dignity of 
our Nature, which can only be fupported by 
an inflexible adherence to the Rules of Virtue 
and true Goodnefs. 3d/y, Let us firmly be- 
lieve the Wifdom and Goodnels of Providence, 
who orders all Things for the beft, and witha 
Defign to promote the general Happinefs ; and 
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this will moderate our Fears, and reconcile us 

to all Events. Lajtly, We muft cultivate a 

fupreme Reverence of God; for as the Fear of 

Man deftroys our due Regards to the divine 

Majefty, the true Fear of God will reduce . 
within veafonable bounds the dread of our Fellow- 

Creatures. 


Iw the tenth Sermon, Mr, Fofter lays down 
fome Rules for the profitable reading the holy 
Scriptures, upon ohn v. 39. Search the Scrip- 
tures. But before he proceeds to it, he confutes 
a Principle of the Popi/d Faith, that the common 
People are not to examine into the Scriptures, 
but muft take their Religion implicitely from 
the Church, ‘* Can any thing, fays he, be 
*¢ more abfurd? Does it not derogate, in the 
‘s higheft degtee, from the Excellency and 
«¢ Perfection of the Scriptures? Is it not a very 
<¢ unworthy and injurious Reflection on the 
«¢ Wifdom and Goodnefs of God? Nay, does 
<< it not entirely deftroy all the Ends and Ufes 
* of the Chriftian Revelation?” Is it becaufe 
the Scriptures are not plain and eafy to be un- 
derftood, that the reading of them muft be for- 
bidden to the common People? * But a Re- 
«s velation, that is not intelligible, is as mucha 
« Contradiction, as to fay, Darknefs is Light. 
And there is an unanfwerable Force in the 
** common Argument ufed upon this Occa- 
«¢ fion, viz. either that God could not reveal 
*¢ himfelf clearly in thofe Points which are of 
«s the greateit confequence to Mankind, or 
*¢ that he qwould-not. The former of thefe re- 
‘¢ flects upon his Wifdom, the latter on his 
“© Gocdaefi; fo that either way, the Suppofi- 
«© tion is unworthy of God, and difhonourable 
to 
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*¢ to his Perfections; fince it reprefents him 
‘© as a very weak, or elfe as a capricious ill- 
* natur’d Being, who intended not to affitt, 
‘ but bewilder his Creatures, and lead them 
¢¢ into a maze of Uncertainty and Confufion.”” 
Acain, a Revelation that is dangerous to 
be read, and can’t be trufted to the Reafon and 
Judgment of Mankind, that needs to be ex- 
plain’d, or fupplied ley a-living infallible Oracle 
and Fudge of Controversies, is altogether as in- 
fignificant as no Revelation at all, or rather is 
worfe. For if Men are dbiindly to follow thei 
fpiritual Guides, and {wallow all their Doétrines 
implicitly, they are liable to endlefs Impoftures, 
and can have no guard againft the greateft Su- 
perfiition, the moft ftupid Enthufia/m, nor even 
againft IJrreligion itfelf. Add to this, that a 
Revelation defigned for general ufe, which is 
evidently the Cafe of the Chriftian, muft be 
chiefly calculated for the bulk of Mankind, 
adapted to their Capacities, and confequently 
plain and fit to be examined by every Man. To 
affert therefore, that the Scriptures are obfcure 
and unintelligible, is to render them quite ufe- 
lefs, and to defeat the very end of their being 
written, which was general Inftru€tion. Agree- 
ably thereto, we find the Scripture itfelf is fo far 
from debarring the People of this right, that it 
infifts upon it, and encourages it in the ftrongeft 
Terms. There are no Diitinétions of Perions, 
fome to lead, and others abjalutely to fubmit to 
their Interpretations and Decifions; but the 
Exhortations and Inftructions are general, as 
we may fee inthe Text. They were not the 
Scribes and Pharijees, and Doéfors of the Law, 
but the common fort of Few, to whom our 
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Saviour faid, fearch the Scriptures, Befides, the 
many and great Advantages accruing from the 
reading them, fhews, that it is both the right 
and the duty of all the People. In them we 
believe we have eternal Life, as it is faid in 
the Text; and what greater Motive can be 
imagined, for all Chriftians, to a diligent fearch 
of them? What better Proof of their being 
equally concerned in it, and intitled to it? 
Tuis being evinced, the Author proceeds 
to lay down fome Rules for the profitable 
reading the Scriptures, which we fhall only 
poift out, they being fo very clear, that eve- 
ry body muft fee immediately the Juftnefs and 
Ufefulnefs of them. The firft is, that we come 
to the fearch of the Scriptures with bone and 
unprejudiced Minds. 2. That. we remember 
conftantly, that Revelation is founded on Rea- 
fon, and natural Religion; and, therefore, that 
none of the peculiar Doétrines of revealed Re- 
ligion can fubvert that, or contradiét any of its 
Principles. 3. In interpreting Scripture, we 
muft always regard the general Scope and De- 
fren of it, and attend to the Connection of the 
Writer, and the Thread of his Reafoning. And 
here Mr, Fofter fhews by a particular Inftance 
out of Feremiab xvii. g. that the holy Scrip- 
tures, of all other Books, have been moft 
grofly perverted and abufed this way. 4. Ic 
is neceffiry alfo to make fome Allowances 
for the Difference of Languages, and the pe- 
culiar Phrafes and Idioms ufed by the People, 
for whom the Scriptures were originally, and 
more immediately defigned, This our Author . 
explains by the Words for ever, and everlaft- ; 
inv, Which are far from having the fame force 
: the ‘acred Writings, as they generally have 
in 





2 DP ee 


Art.25. Historia LITTERARIA. 


in our own Language. 5.-.Another rule of 
great Importance is, toexplain dark figurative 
Paffages, Parables, Metaphors, Allegories, &e. 
by fuch as are plain, and their Senfe wxconte/ta- 
ble. 6, Let thofe who want Leifure, Oppor- 
tunity, and perhaps Capacity for critical En- 
quiries, read chiefly the plain and praéfical Parts 
of Scripture, and trouble themfelves but little 
about doubtful Paffages that are only incidental, 
and have no immediate Conneétion with the 
grand Defign of the Revelation. 7. Laftly, as 
the great End of Revelation muft be to pro- 
mote the Practice of Virtue, we fhould lay no 
ftrefs upon any Doétrine of it, but as it tends, 
and juft in proportion as it tends, to this defira- 
ble End. And upon this foot, what will be- 
come of moft of the Controverfies that have 
been fo furioufly agitated in the, Chriftian 
World, in which the bef part of Religion is not 
at all concerned? 


Tue Subjeé&t of the eleventh Sermon is, of 
Herefy, upon Titus lil. 10, 11. A Man that 
is an Heretic, after the firft and fecond Admoni- 
tion rejett; knowing that he that is fuch, is 
fubverted, and finneth, being condemned of bim- 
felf. Mr. Foffer begins with obferving, that it 
is furprifing to think what a vaft influence the 
mere found of Words, artfully managed, has 
upon the generality of Mankind, both to con- 
found their Judgment, and inflame their Paf- 
fions, So the word ‘* Herefy, for want of be- 
** ing rightly underftood, has been, fays he, 
** in every age, an Engine of Defamation and 
‘¢ Violence, by which, Perfons of different 
‘© Sentiments and Interefts, or of ftrong Paf- 
‘“* fions, have vented their Rage and Animo- 
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¢¢ fity one againft another. It has been charg- 
* ed promijcuoufty on Truh and Error ; and 
“* the beft Characters, both for Sound, Know- 
‘¢ jedge, and Integrity, have had the hard Fate 
‘¢ to fall under the Imputation of it; and in 
*© confequence, have been ftigmatized as Re- 
© probates, debarred the Privileges of Chri- 
¢¢ {tian Communion, and treated with the ut- 
‘¢ moft Contempt and Barbarity. As this 
*¢ Word has been managed by hot and pa/jo- 
“© nate Tempers, by ecclefiaftical Politicians, and 
“6 pigotted Enthuftajts, it has been the Inttru- 
‘© ment of endlefs Schifms and Confufions. 
“© For Herefy has been made to fignify every 
«¢ Thing,be it Right or Wrong, that contra- 
* didts’the eftablifhed Opinions of the Times ; 
«© and the Outcry againft it has, generally, 
<¢ been loudeft in the moft corrupt and degene- 
“< rate State.” 
As therefore, the Word Here/y has been ap- 
lied in fo ridiculous, and withal fo injurious 
and uncharitable a manner, to the difhonour, 
and great prejudice of the beft and moft ufeful 
Scheme of Religion that ever appeared in the 
World ; and as the Mifapplication of it will 
ftill continue to produce the fame Evils, the 
Author thought it neceflary to inquire into the 
true Nature of it. And fir/?, he obferves, that 
Herefy in the New-Teftament is, moft com- 
monly, ufed in an indifferent Senfe, and, but 
feldom, ina bad one. It, generally, fignifies 
no more than a Se’? or Party in Religion, as it 
preg appears from Aé?s v. 17. XV. §. XXiV. 
. Xxvi, 5. Xxwiii, 22. and 1 Cor. xi. g. So that 
an He retic, according to this general Notion, is 
only one that fers up to be the Head, or chao/?s 
to join himfelf to a particular religious Sect. 
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I fay, he choofes, becaufe it is implied in the 
original Signification of tle Word; and be- 
fides, nothing can be fuppofed to have any 
concern with Religion, but what is a voluntary 
Aétion, and proceeds from a free Choice. Ani 
Heretie therefore, in a bad fenfe, muft be one 
who knowingly efpoufes a falie Doétrine; is 
infincere in his Profeffion, and afferts, and. de- 
fends what he is convinced is contrary to Chri- 
ftianity ; and confequently, ohe who maintains 
and fupports the Intereft of a Faction, to ferve 
fome bafe Defign. This will appear, beyond 
difpute, from the Text, and the general Te- 
nour of the New Teftament. 

An Heretic, according to St. Pazl’s Account 
in the Text, is not only /ubverted, or turned 
afide from the true Faith ; he not only enter- 
tains wrong Sentiments of Chriftianity 5 but 
finneth, i. e. does this wilfully, and with an il 
Intention, as it appears from hence, that the 
. Crime fpoken of in the Text is of fach a na- 

ture, as required not Infiruétion, but Admoni- 
tion ; and confequently, that the Fault lay in 
the Will, and not in the Underftanding: For 
a farther Confirmation of it, St. Paul adds, that 
fuch a Man is condemned of bim/elf, or acts againft 
the Senfe of his own Mind, and the Dictates 
of his Reafon and Confcience. He is one that 
makes Religion a cloak for his Immoralities, 
and efpoufes and propagates what he knows to 
be falfe, to promote the Ends of his Ambition, 
Covetoufnefs, or fenfual Pleafures: And if we 
examine other Paffages of the New Teftament, 
we fhall find, that they all concur in giving 
us the fame Idea of Herefy. Ic is repreiented 
as @ Work of the Ple/b, becaute it has its boun- 
dation in the corrupt Inclinations cf human 
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Nature. It 1s reckoned amongft the moft hei- 
nous and execrable Vices, fuch as Adultery, 
Idolatry, Haired, Variance, Seditions, Mur- 
ders, Gal. v. 19, 20. And Heretics are con- 
ftantly defcribed as Men of no Prodity or Ho- 
nour, and embracing fuch Opinions only as 
are calculated for the Gratification of irre- 
gular Appetities, and for the Advancement of 
Jelfifo and worldly Views. See Rom, xvi. 18. 
1 Tim, i.19. iv. 2. Tit, i. 11, and efpecial- 
ly, 2 Pet. ii. 1. and St. Fude’s Epiftle. 
Havince thus ftated the Scripture-Account 
of Herefy, the Author makes fome very uleful 
Obfervations uponit. And Fir/t, That no mere 
Error of the Fudgment can be Herefy. For 
Herefy, as it has been fhewn, is a high degree 
of Wickednefs, and neceffarily fuppofes Hatred 
of Truth, a fenfual Mind, and a profligate Con- 
f{cience. Whereas erroneous Opinions are no 
Crimes in themfelves, nor incompatible with a 
good Life, but natural to Mankind in the pre- 
fent weak and imperfect State of their Facul- 
ties. Secondly, That no boneft Man can poffi- 
bly be an Heretic. He may indeed have Er- 
rors, even in Points of Importanco, but his 
Miftakes cannot be dangerous while he takes 
care to maintain a good Confcience. God does 
not require of us an abfolute Perfection, or elfe 
the whole Race of Mankind muft be reproba- 
ted, but that we be ficere in our Endeavours 
to know and do his Will; fo that all Errors 
which are confiftent with general Sincerity, muft 
be confiftent likewife with a ftate of Favour 
with God. ‘* And confequently (to ule the 
«¢ Author’s own Words) if we condemn thoie 
¢¢ for Party Differences,and Miftekes, in whote 
‘«¢ Lives there appear all the Fruits of a good 
‘© Confcience, 
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* Confcience, if we prefumptuoufly pronounce 
*¢ them to be forfaken of God, and marked 
«¢ out for Deftruction ; is not this a raf and 
‘© unrighteous Judgment? And much more fo, 
** when it proceeds from Malice, and is accom- 
‘© panied with a contemptuous and fcorn{ul Treat- 
«¢ ment of our Brethren; but moft ofall, when 
«¢ thofe who are fo forward to condemn others 
“© for /peculative Errors, are themfelves charge- 
«© able with immoral Praétices ; for this is moft 
‘* impudent and monftrous Hypocri/fy. And 
«¢ yet, how ftrenge and unaccountable it may 
«< feem, fuch Perfons are frequently the moft 
«¢ noify and violent Advocates for Orthodoxy, 
<< either, perhaps, to palliate their Vices, and 
« fcreen them from publicViews; or elfe, think- 
‘* ing to make fome Atonement for them by a 
‘* fierce and outrageous zeal for Trifles. To 
«¢ thefe the Words of our Saviour are imme- 
<« diately directed : Why beholdeft thou the Mote 
‘¢ that is in thy Brother’s Eye, but confidereft not 
“© the Beam that 1s in thine own Eye? &c. 
8¢ (Matth. vil. 3, 4, 5.)” 

Mr. Fofter obferves farther, that this framing 
Chriftianity according to the Model of frivate 
Opinions, and Party Peculiarities, and impofing 
them on Confcience under the Penalty of eter- 


nr 


ral Damnation, has been one of the moit /ic- 


cefsful Engines againft its Caufe and Intereft, 
and the greate/ Inftrument of Confufion in the 
world ; or diftrefs and injury to civil Society: 
And this he reprefents in the ftrongeft and moit 
pathetic Tcrms, which we cannot forbear tran- 
icribing, ‘* Hence itis, fays he, that Relt- 
** gion, among fo many, is degenerated into 
“© }ormand Ceremony, and that a blind injuricus 
‘© Zea! fupplies the place of the Power of God- 
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linefs. From hence have arifen fo many 
abjurd , inconjiftent, and /felf-contradifory 
Schemes of Doétrine, which have expofed 
our Religion to Contempt. Hence alfo 
has proceeded Hypocrify, and a denying the 
Truth, in conformity to the Conftitutions 
of Men in Power, in order to fecure their 
Favour, and avoid the cruel Efleéts of their 
religious Vengeance and confequently, fecret 
Infidelity under the Mask of an outward 
Profeffion——And, as for Treachery and 
Oppreffion, inveterate Hatred, bitter Re- 
vilings, irreconcileable Animofities, Pover- 
ty and Slavery, private Murders and pub- 
lic Maffacres, unfettling Governments, by 
Tumults and Infurreétions, and almoft all 
other kinds of Evil, have they not fprang 
from the fame Root of Bitterne/s ? Has not 
the Charge of Here/y been thought a Jutti- 
fication of fuch vile Enormities, as we ma 
defy Irreligion, or even Atheifm itfelf, to ex- 
ceed? And can we allow ourfelves in a 
practice, which is productive of fuch infinite 
Diforder and Mifery,if we have only the com- 
mon Seeds of Humanity in our Nature, much 
lefs if we regard the Honour of the Chriftian 
Religion ?”? 








Thirdly, Ir Here/y be an Error of the Will, 


and fuch only can be guilty of it who are coz- 
demned of themfelves, how can we certainly 
know, in moft Cafes at leaft, whether 2a Man 
be an Heretic or not? Indeed, in the firft Age 
of Chriftianity, when the extraordinary Gifts 
of the Holy Ghoft were communicated, of 
which one was the Gift of di/cerning Spirits, 


(1 


Cor. xii. 10.) this Matter might be more 


eafily decided, But what rule have we, now 
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thefe extraordinary Gifts are ceafed, by which 
to conduét ourfelves in Inquiries of this nature? 
If it be faid, That Z/eretics are generally known 
by their Fruits, i. e. by their vicious Lives ; 
the Author anfwers, that even upon this Sup- 
pofition, he fhould think it better that they be 
rejected for their Immorality, which is noto- 
rious and palpable, than for Here/y, of which 
we cannot fo certainly judge. But if they are 
fo cautious as to keep clear of all open Vices, 
and affect an Air of Sandéity, in order the more 
effetually to fecure their End; what can we 
do, but leave them to God, the fupreme and 
only Judge of Confcience? No, no, you’ll fay, 
the Truths which they deny are fo clear, and 
fupported by fuch Evidence, as neceflarily to 
approve themfelves to every honeft and impar- 
tial Inquirer; and therefore you are pofitive 
that, notwithftanding their feeming Piety, and 
ftrictnefs of outward Morals, there is a /atent 
Corruption in their Hearts, and they are in- 
fluenced by fome evil Affection or other, This, 
as Mr. Fofter obferves very well, is faid by Bi- 
gots and Enthufiafts, and efpecially by fuch as 
are themfelves moft in the wrong, notwith- 
ftanding the moft folemn and repeated Decla- 
rations of their Opponents to the contrary ; 
and confequently, as it will ferve for either 
fide of any Queftion, it can have no effeé on 
fober and confiderate Minds, but will be looked 
upon as the refult of Pafion and Partiality. 
Befides, are fuch rafo and uncharitable Judges 
infallibly fure that they are in the Right? Or 
if they were, would it not be much more ex- 
cufable to fuppofe their Neighbour’s 7udgment 
weaker than theirs, than to reproach his Ho- 
nefly ? 
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The Fourth and laft Odfervation the Author 
makes, is.(as he exprefies himfelf ) «* That 
<< tho’ it be a point of great Nicety to judge 
«s of Here/y in particular Inftances, the Per- 
fons who come nzeareft the Character of the 
“ old Heretics are violent Party-Men, who con- 
«© fine Chriftianity to their own Faction, and 
excommunicate all that take the liberty to 
differ from them ; the rigid Impofers of hu- 
man Schemes of Doctrine and Modes of 
Worfhip, as efential Branches of Religions 
and Laws binding Confcience: thefe, I fay, 
are moft like the Heretics condemned in 
Scripture, notwithftanding their Infolence 
and Prefumption, A turbulent, factious, 
and perfecuting Spirit is one of the /ureft 
Marks of Herefy. And when the Subftance 
of Religion is placed in trifling Speculations, 
which have no manner of Conneétion with 
Virtue and Morality, in abftrufe incompre- 
henfible Myfteries, or in outward Shew and 
Ceremony, we may certainly conclude, that 
if this does not proceed from a very weak 
Head, it mutt {pring from a difboneft Heart.” 
Mr. Foffer having confidered and explained 
the Nature of Here/y, proceeds, in the follow- 
ing Difcourfe, to treat of Schi/m, its almoft in- 
feparable Companion, upon 1 Cor. xii. 25. That 
ibere foould be no Schi/m in the Body, but that the 
Members fhould have the fame care one for ano- 
ther. He firft obferves, how ftrange it muft 
feem to every one who is acquainted with the 
mild and amiable Spirit of Chriftianity, that 
the Profefiors of a Religion, which fo ftrictly 
injoins Gentlenefs, Moderation, and univerfal 
Charity, fhould be fo forward to divide and 
crumble into Parties, and oppofe one another 
with 
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with fo much Rageand Viclence. But yet the 
Matter of Faét is unconteftable: Selfifhnefs, 
Pride, the Defire of Dominion, a tyrannical 
expofing Spirit, and fometimes, perhaps, mere 
Prejudice void of any direét ill Defign, have 
occafioned as great and dangerous Factions in 
the Church, as were ever fomented by the fame 
bad Caufes, againft the Security and Peace of 
civil Government. The Chriftian Society has 
been fplit into infinite Divifions and Subdivifions, 
of feparate and inconfiftent Interefts, excom- 
municating, reviling, and almoft always, when 
they had it in their power, perfecuting each 
other. 

Anp what is ftill more furprizing, is, that 
almoft all the Schifms and Difturbances that have 
happened in the Chriftian World, have been 
about mere Trifles; Things of very little con- 
fequence to true Chriftianity, and oftentimes re- 
pugnant and difhonourable to it: fuch as Sub- 
miffion to eccfefiaftical Authority, the Belief of 
My/teries of which we have no Ideas, and Con- 
formity to Rites and Ceremonies of buman In- 
ftitution, which ferve but to encumber and de- 
bafe the rational Worfhip of the Deity, and 
render it weak and fuperititious. Thus we find, 
that very foon after the apoftolic Age, a /ittle 
infignificant and fenfelefs Controverfy about the 
Day of keeping Hajler, occafioned a terrible 
Confufion and Schifm in the Chriftian Church ; 
the Wejlern Churches feparating, and renounc- 
ing Communion with the Fa/fern, for feveral 
Years together. To avoid fuch a pernicious 
Behaviour, it will be of equal advantage to 


_ us to form right Notions of Schifin, as of He- 


refy. Therefore, Mr, Fofler begins with ex- 
plaining 
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plaining the meaning of the Word, and the 
nature of that Crime. 

ScHIsM, in its original Signification, is fio 
more than a Rent, or a Divifion. According- 
ly, in all the Paflages of the New-Tetta- 
ment, except the Text, where the Words, 
xivue and gicuee are ufed, they are thus 
rendered by our Tranflators, (See among the 
reft, Matt. xi. 16. Jobn vii. 43.) So that the 
word Schijm, as wellas Here/y, is wfed in an in- 
different Senfe, and the Lawfulnefs of it is in- 
tircly to be determined by Circumftances. But 
as common ufe, in our own Language, al- 
ways affixes to it an Idea of Guilt, therefore 
the Author endeavours to ftate the true No- 
tion of it under that Charaéter. ** In general, 
‘« then, fays he, there can be no fuch thing as 
‘© Scbi/m, but in Cafes where there is an Ob- 
‘© ligation to Unity and Communion ; fo that in 
‘*¢ order to define the Nature of it juftly, we 
‘© muft find out fome Centre of Union, which 
‘© is common to all Chriftians. And this muft 
“© be either Uniformity of Sentiments in Mat- 
** ters of fpeculative Belief, or in external Modes 
«© of Worfhip and Difcipline ; or elfe, if it be 
*< unreafonable to expe¢t either of thefe, the 
*< only Centre of Unity that remains is Cha- 
“ rity and mutual Forbearance, notwithftanding 
** leffer Differences, where isan Affent to all the 
‘“* neceflary Principles of Chriftian Faith, and 
«¢ the Profeffion of Chriftianity is prov’d to be 
‘¢ fincere by a regular and virtuous Life.” 

Ir it be asked, what thefe neceffary Princi- 
ples of Chriftian Faith are? Mr. Fojter anfwers, 
in a marginal Note, that unlefs we will leave 
room for multiplying Articles of Faith infi- 
nitely, they can be no other than what are ex- 
prefsty 
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prefsly required to be believed, in order to our 
obtaining the Chriftian Salvation. And of this 
kind, fays he, we find nothing in the whole 
New Teftament, but that fingle Article, that 
Fefus is the Chrift, the Son of God including in 
it the belief of his Miracles and Refurreétion, 
and the extraordinary Powers communicated to 
the Apoftles, which are the ftanding Evidence 
of the Truth of the Gofpel. And this he fup- 
ports by two Paffages in St. foon’s firft Epiftle, 
Chap.iv.15. v.i. Sothat, according to him, 
every one that affents to this fundamental 
Truth, and fincerely endeavours to underftand 
the Revelation, and act conformably to it, 
muft be a true Chriftian, and intitled to the 
Friendfoip and Communion of Chriftians; and 
to deny him this Privilege on whim/ical No- 
tions of the Importance, or Neceffity of par- 
ticular Schemes, not expre/s/y warranted or fup- 
ported by Scripture, is unjuft, anti-chriftian, 
and fchi/matical. 
Bur, toreturn, the Author fhews fr/, that 
as for Uniformity of Sentiment in Matters of 
Speculative Belief, that can never be the com- 
mon Center of Chriftian Unity, becaufe it is in 
the Nature of Things impofible. For in order 
to this, all Mankind muft have exaétly the 
fame Strength of Underftanding, the fame Ad- 
vantages, the fame Manner of Education, the 
fame Paffions, Prejudices and Interefts; but 
as there is an almoft infinite Variety in all thefe 
refpeéts, Differences of Opinion will neceffarily 
arife. Befides, if all Chriftians muft concur 
in the fame way of thinking about Religion ; 
whofe Opinion fhall prevail, and be made the 
public Standard? Are the Majority to decide 
tor us? But how shall we determine, withour 
collecting 
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collecting the Vote of every Individual, who 
are the Majority ? And whocan do this ? Sup- 
pofe we could, are the Majority always in the 
right? Or muft we for the fake of Uniformi- 
ty profefs (believe, we cannot) againft known 
Truth and Reafon? This is deftruétive of 
Chriftianity irfelf. 

Bur if Uniformity of Opinion cannot be fe- 
cured in this Way, fhall we not be govern’d 
by the moft /earned and pious Chriftians? No, 
becaufe who are really the moft learned and 
pious, will be matter of endlefs Difpute, and can 
never be certainly fixed. Or if it could, there 
is ftill this Objeétion againft admitting their 
Judgment as a decifive Rule, that they are 
fallible as well as others, Muft we then give 
up the Direction of our Faith to our /piritual 
Inftrufors, the Governors of the Church? This 
will leave us in equal Confufion and Uncertain- 
ty, as it is but too plain from a conftant Ex- 
perience. Or finally, muft we fubmit to the 
Religion of the civil Magiftrate? But, exactiy 
the fame Confequences will follow from it 5 be- 
fides, fuch an Uniformity of Opinion under one 
Government will prove of equal, nay, of much 
greater Service to Mahometanifm, and Hea- 
thenifm, than to the Caufe of Chriftianity. It 
appears then from what has been faid, that to 
endeavour to bring all Chriftians to the fame 
Sentiments in Matters of Religion, is, as the 
Author expreffes himfelf, ** an ab/urd romantic 
*« Scheme, and reprefents Chriftianity as no- 
“ thing elfe but outward Formality, Artifice, 
** and Craft, or a mere piece of State-Conve- 
“¢ nience and Policy,” 

Tue fame may be faid of Uniformity in ex- 
ternal Modes of Worfhip and Difcipline. For 
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it will be altogether as difficult to determine, 
who are to fettle thefe Modes, as Articles of 
fpeculative Belief; and the very fame wild 
Confequences will follow from allowing it to 
the Majority, the Church, or the civil Magi- 
firate, in one Cafe, as inthe other. Befides, 
the Lawfulnefs, Expediency, or divine Au- 
thority of any particular Form of Worfhip and 
Difcipline is as much a matter of private Opi- 
nion and Speculation, as the Truth or Falfhood 
of doctrinal Propofitions ; and therefore, it is 
as natural to expect a variety of Sentiments about 
it. 

Bur it may be asked, what will become of 
the public Order, if all this be allowed? The 
Author anfwers, ‘¢ What is public Order? It 
“‘ cannot be Uniformity in Matters of mere 
‘¢ Opinion, for this has been fhewn to be im- 
“ poffible ; and there will be no more Difor- 
‘¢ der from a variety of Sentiments in Reli- 
‘¢ gion, than from different Schemes of Philo- 
‘“¢ fophy, Politicks, Oeconomy, or different 
“ Rules of civil Life; nay, than from the 
‘¢ Difference of Men’s Faces, natural Tempers, 
*¢ Circumftances, or the infinite variety chat 
‘¢ appears in the Conftitution of the Univerfe, 
‘‘ which yet, upon the Whole, is perfectly 
‘¢ harmonious and beautiful. The right Or- 
‘der of Things, with refpect to Mankind, 
‘¢ who are intelligent Beings, and indued with 
** moral Powers, is when every Individual exer- 
*¢ cifes his Reafon, and forms his Notions of 
‘© Religion for himfelf; and the more ftriétly 
“¢ this Order is preferved, Differences in lefler 
¢¢ Matters, will be more unavoidable and ne- 
“ ceffary——-Add to this, that a variety of 
¢¢ Sentiments in Religion, while Movleration 

*“ and 
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«* and mutual Charity are maintained, can do 
*< no hurt, as well as create no Confufion ; 
‘¢ whereas an attempt to introduce public Uni- 
“* formity, and the impofing wn/criptural Terms 
*s of Communion, have been a2 conftant Source 
«* of Schifm in the Church, and as long as they 
** continue, will infallibly keep alive a fpirit 
‘© of Animofity, and perpetuate Contention 
*¢ and Violence.” 

From the foregoing Principles Mr. Foffer 
makes a few Obfervations, relating to the Na- 
ture and Guilt of Schifm. And firff, that let 
the Differences amongft Chriftians be ever fo 
many, aslong as mutual Charity is preferved, 
there cannot be the Guilt of Schifm. Even the 
Church of Rome, fo corrupt as it is, would not 
be /chifmatical, if it did not confine Chriitiani- 
ty to its own Faction, and make Party-Pecu- 
liarities neceflary Terms of Communion ; and 
thereby renounce all Friendfhip and Unity with 
Chriftians of a different Perfuafion. So that a 
turbulent, excommunicating, uncharitable Spirit, 
is the Effence of Schijm, and not mere Diffe- 
rence of Opinion ; not the Ufe of different Ce- 
remonies, or of no Ceremonies at all 3 or join- 
ing ourfelves to any particular religious Com- 
munion. For, according to St. Paul, this 
Crime may be committed where there is no Se- 
paration from a particular Church, as may be 
feen in his firft Epiftle to the Corinthians. Se- 
condly, Differences among Chriftians are not 
only innocent, while Unity of Affeétion is pre- 
ferved, but there are many Cafes in which a 
Separation from a particular Church is abfo- 
lutely neceffary. This is univerfally allowed 
when its Worfhip is idolatrous and fuperflitious, 
or it requires unlawfwl Terms of Communion. 
And therefore, it is needlefs to infift any 
longer 
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longer upon it. Thirdly, None who are truly 
boneft, and upon a deliberate impartial enquiry, 
think themfelves oblig’d in Con/cience to diffent 
from their Brethren, can poffibly incur the 
Guilt of Schifm. For this would be to make 
Honefty itfelf a Crime ; and at the fame time that 
we fuppofe it a Man’s duty to act according to 
the light and directions of his Confcience, to re- 
proach and condemn him fot it. 

But is it not our duty to facrifice a few Scru- 
ples for the peace of the Church? ‘* Notone, 
“« fays our Author; for if the Peaceof the 
«* Church can’t be fecur’d without giving up 
“* Confcietice, Honour and Integrity, it is bet- 
“ terto be diflurbed; better there were mo 
“© Church at all, than the caufe of true Piety 
*« and Virtue fhould fuffer by it. Befides, how 
‘¢ is this Peace broken by the ferupulous Diffent 
*¢ of an honeft Mind from eftablifh’d Opinions 
‘© and Forms of Worfhip, while he behaves 
“¢ charitably, and is content with enjoying his 
“© own liberty, without in/fulting and cen/uring 
© others? em——Nay; even tho’ the Terms of 
«¢ Communion, with any particular Church, 
“¢ are allowed to be /awful; it does not from 
«© thence follow, that Iam oblig’d to worfhip 
‘¢ ftatedly with it; but if I think the confti- 
«* tution “and manner of Worfhip, in other 
«© Churches, more expedient and u/eful, I am 
“ certainly at full liberty, as a Man, and a 
“6 Chriftian, to join with them. Not 
«© that. am againft a compliable Temper, in or- 
«© der to reconcile religious Differences; but 
*: there’s no reafon that the compliance fhould 
“© be all on one fide. We ought not to fubmit 
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“* coo tamely, for fear of eftablifhing Arbitrary 
«© Power; and I can’t but think that it may be 
“* of great ufe, to ftand up againft unwarrant- 
‘* able Incroachments and Impofitions, for the 
‘s fake of the common Rights of Mankind, 
** which are thereby invaded.” Mr. Fofter 
adds, that as there are Cafes in which only one 
fide is guilty of Schif/m, there are others in 
which both are chargeable with it, the impofers 
of human Schemes and Forms of Religion, and 
thofe who diffent from them ; viz. when they 
condemn, reproach, and uncharitably _refufe 
Communion with each other. 

The importance and fingularity of the fubject 
of the two foregoing Difcourfes has carted us, 
in our account of it, toa greater length than 


we thought. Therefore, not to be tedious to- 


our Readers, we fhall only give the Heads of 
the following Sermons, and fo conclude. 

The thirteenth isupon Prov. iii. 17. Her ways 
are ways of pleafantnefi, and all her paths are 
Peace. The Author, 1. promis’d a few things 
for explaining and illuftrating the Obfervation 
contain’d in thefe words. And then, which is 
his chief defign, he proceeds to fhew the peca- 
liar excellency of the pleafures of Religion and 
Virtue. In the fourteenth, upon Fo/d, xxiv. 15. 
And if it feem evil unto you to ferve the Lord, 
chufe ye this day whom ye will ferve, &c. He 
proves, 1. that Religion is a voluntary thing, 
anda matter of choice, fo that every Man has 
an undoubted right to judge for bimfelf, what 
form or Method of Religion is moft rational 
and agreeable to the Divine Will, and the Ci- 
vil Magiftrate ought to leave him in the quiet 
pofieffion of it. 2, That no Man can be obli- 
ged 
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ged toembrace a Religion that is Evil, i, ¢. 
contrary to Reafon, and the moral Fitnefs 
of things; but on the contrary is bound to 
reject it. 2. That we fhould be faithful to the 
caufe of God, and the intereft of Religion and 
Virtue, even in times of moft general corrup- 
tion and depravity. The Text of the fifteenth 
Sermon is, - Who has abolifhed Death, 
and has brought Life and Immortality to light 
through the Gofpel; 2 Tim. i. 10. Mr. Fofter 
firft confiders what evidence Natural Reafon 
affords of a Future State, which evidence he 
proves to be nothing more than Probability. 
And then, he fhews the great advantage we 
receive from Chriftianity with refpeé to this 
important Article, by which it appears, that 
notwithftanding the difcoveries which Reafon 
may make, and _ the Intimations we find of it in 
the Writings of the Old Teftament, it is reveal’d 
in a fo much plainer and ftronger manner, that 
it may, with great propriety, be faid to be 
brought to light through the Go/pel. The 
fixteenth and laft Sermon is upon 2 Pet. ili. 3. 
Knowing this firft, that there hall come in the laf 
days Scoffers, walking after their own Lufts. 
The Author, jfirf, confiders the nature, folly 
and danger of the Crime mentioned in the 
Text. Secondly, He enquires into the caufes of 
it. And, thirdly, Concludes with fome {uit- 
able Reflections, ; 

This Difcourfe is, asall the reft, an excellent 
one, and thofe who are any way inclin’d to In- 
fidelity or Prophanenefs, fhould do well to read 
it over and over. 
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